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BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS 
PICTURE BOOKS 


Buckley, Helen E. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
GRANDMOTHER AND I 8x9-7/8 Cloth; $2.75 


This quiet mood piece will evoke identification in the very young, still 
content and comfortable in soft laps. Mother's, Father's, and Grandfather's laps are 
good on certain occasions, but Grandmother's lap is snuggly and warm all the time. The 
soft sounds of her shoes as she rocks back and forth, the low hum of her voice, the 
delicious sense of peace and well being around her are just right for a little girl's 
restful mood. Illustrations by Paul Galdone, both by way of color and rendering, con- 
vey each feeling with great success. A calm lovely book for that rare quiet time of 
day. (3/15. LC: 60-12031) 


(| PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Heathers, Anne & Frances, Esteban Harcourt, Brace 
: A HANDFUL OF SURPRISES 8-5 /8x10-7/8 Duroid; $2.95 
: | 
4 What do Tink, Tark, Mac, Marc and O'Tooley all have in common? They are the 


| five fingers on the hand of Fleek the clown. O'Tooley, whom youngsters will recognize 
§ as Thumbkin, is the strongest and a bit of a bully, but his protection of Tink (pinky, 
| of course ) is admirable. The squabbles, punishment and eventual reconciliation of this 
@ cast of characters comprise a delightfully original story which is sure to attract the 
attention of any child for whom fingers and toes hold fascination and sometimes even 
individuality. Bright, large and humorous illustrations in line and color will en- 
courage new outlets in dramatic play. (3/8. LC: 61-6117) 


| | Kraus 5 Robert Harper 
ag THE LITTLEST RABBIT 8-3/4x6-5/8 $1.95 Lib.; $2.19 


‘| | * Solace and comfort await the very young child who wonders and queries but all 
the time doubts that he'll ever grow big, in this utterly enchanting, profoundly real 
a little tale.. Children will sympathize completely with Littlest Rabbit. Everyone and 
ool everything is bigger than he, and what's more, bigger "children rabbits” tease him for 
a it. Then miraculously Littlest Rabbit begins to grow. He grows bigger than the carrot 
‘| and bigger than the cabbage, but he remembers when he was the littlest rabbit and gives 
ea | aid and assurance to the new claimant to the title. Three color illustrations indicate 
a8 with great humor, relative sizes and relevant emotions. (3/28. LC: 60-5781) 


on Udry, Janice May Harper 
LET'S BE ENEMIES 6-1/8x5-7/8 $1.95 Lib., $2.19 7 


This tiny little picture book reflects in a humorous vein, the not so tiny 
problems of friendship among pre-schoolers. James and John were such good friends 
that they even had chicken pix together. But when James tried to be boss, when he 

| carried the flag, took all the crayons, grabbed the biggest digging spoon, John pro- 
|| Claimed him his enemy. Yet despite these sound principles, the habit of friendship 
| wins out as the two boys decide to roller skate ani share a pretzel. Simple illustra- 
" tions by Maurice Sendak, emphasize appropriate facial expressions and contribute to the 
@ reality of this wise little dramatization. (3/29. IC: 61-5777) 
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52 (J-2h) Picture Story Books- continued January 15, 1961 


Brown, Myra Berry Watts 
MY DADDY'S VISITING OUR SCHOOL TODAY $2.50 
Cloth;7 1/88 1/2 


In planning all the things to show Daddy when he visits the Nursery School, 
Peter also gives his many young "visitors" an exciting glimpse into the varied and numerous 
activities in which Nursery School children participate, thus making this an excellent 
preparatory guide for the novice as well as an identification source for the veteran. 
Shoveling, block building, clay work, animal care and fantasy play are only a few of the 
occupations of the nursery schooler. Especially interesting is Peter's perception of the 
abilities, weaknesses and noteworthy temperaments of his classmates. Evocative, realistic 
illustrations by Polly Bolian are "colored in" in a delightfully child-like manner. 
(3/17. LC:61-6070) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


de Regniers, Beatrice Schenk Harcourt, Brace 
Illus. Leona Pierce WHO LIKES THE SUN? 6 7/8x10; $3.00 


Who likes the sun? Why all children do, and here are some of the reasons why. 
The sun's message is "Come out and play", and its games are the shadow game and the mirror 
game. It warms everything and even endows flowers, grass and earth with a delicious smell, 


and the day at a special time. with a special golden glow. Young listeners are sure to wake 


up to the sun by way of this viext and luminous woodcut illustrations. (3/8. LC:61-6112) 


Groves-Raines, Aitony Harcourt, mesg 
THE TIDY HEN Cloth 5x6 7/8;$2 


Each mc: ning the hens came running for their drinks of water in order of 
seniority with Mslame Bossy in the lead and poor little Olga at the end, and then only 
after she had thoroughly tidied up the henhouse. One day ace housekeeper Olga overhears 
Cook scolding a messy Miss Julia and she decides to clean up the little girl's roon. 
Children will giggle with glee as the hen washes doll clothes, puts away shoes and un- 
intentionally lays an egg in the bed. The sight of a hen in an apron frightens her compa- 
nions and from that time on, Olga is given free reign of the water trough. A loose un- 
exciting conclusion is a let-down after an exuberant, humorous build-up. Painted detailed 
illustrations are in color and black and white. (3/8. LC:61-6116) 


Livingston, Myra Cohn Harcourt, Brace 
I'M HIDING Cloth 5 1/4x6 5/8;$1.95 


This is poetry for the youngest listeners with almost tactile imagery that cries 
for personal listener's participation. Hiding under a table, in a bush cave, buried in 
the sand, behind a door, on the upstairs porch, behind a tree; feeling what's around me, 
noticing all, sensing myself in relation to my hiding place. Children will adore feeling 
their smallness as an advantage as they discover their own special hiding places. f[Illus- 
trations by Erik Blegvad in this tiny book are in black and white. (3/8. LC:61-6119) 


Varley, Dimitry Knopf 
THE WHIRLY BIRD Cloth 8x10; $3.00 


The whirly bird earns his name only in the last moment of the story, for he is 
really the youngest member of a robin family. When he tries to fly too soon, he is terri- 
fyingly separated from his world, but rescued, boxed and cared for by a tender little girl. 


A narrow escape from a menacing cat does not inhibit the baby bird's courage as he makes his 


attempts time and again to fly. With his final success, he becomes a celebrity, for unlike 
the slanting soar of a robin, this little bird flies vertically upward:- a whirly bird! 
Sensitive large illustrations in soft colors by Feodor Rojankovsky reflect each moment of 
emotion, adventure and growth. (2/20/61. LC:60-5507) 
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January 15, 1961 300ks to Read 4loud- continued 53 (J-25) 


Foster, Doris Van Liew Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
A POCKETFUL OF SEASONS 8x9-7/8 Cloth; $2.75 


Highlights of what the four seasons mean to a little boy and a farmer are 
rhythmically interwound in a unified cycle for those just beginning to sense the won- 
ders of weather and: change. As Andy and the farmer greet the particular joys of each 
season as depicted in evocative colorful illustrations by Talivaldis Stubis, the 
listener is bound to contribute his own observations as well. With a memento of each 
season captured in Andy's pocket, a lilting trip around the year is complete. J.L.G. 


(3/15. LC: 60-53422) 


Tufts, Georgia Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
THE RABBIT GARDEN 8ix9-3/4 Cloth; $2.75 


This ingenious little story of how a farmer and his little granddaughter 
solved the problem of rabbit nibbling, has much room for prediction from the listener. 
In whatever way Grandfather and Nora build their fences, the rabbits stealthily creep 
in by moonlight and nibble away at the garden goodies. Finally, Nora's clever little 
plan for a rabbit garden goes into effect, with a low fence for the jumpers, a high 
fence with holes for the crawlers and an open space for the quiet hoppers. Now humans 
and animals alike are content. Excellent illustrations in four colors feature effec- 
tive night scenes done on a black ground. (3/15. LC: 60-53423) 


Francoise Scribner 
| THE BIG RAIN 8x10 Cloth; $2.95 


When too much rain floods her little town, Jeanne Marie must quickly get 
Grandmother and all the animals to safety. Only Madelon the duck enjoys the water, 
and it is her quacking that brings the rescuers. The water recedes and alas, Cabrette 
the goat has a cold and all the children must help clean the village, but it matters 
not, for vive le gai soleil! The atmosphere of the little French village imparts it- 
self through names, and French phrases, but especially through the author's painted 
childlike illustrations in four appealing colors. (2/15.) 


de Brunhoff, Laurent World 
SERAFINA THE GIRAFFE 84x11 Cloth; $3.00 


As Serafina prepares for her Grandmother's birthday party, she and her friends 
are distracted by several unfortunate mishaps. First Serafina's head gets stuck in 
Patrick the rabbit's burrow; then Beryl the frog incurs a broken leg from a fall; then 
an enemy crocodile attempts to steal Hugo the kangaroo's car. Lady Rhinoceros comes 
to the rescue however, when after the animal children's dismal cake baking failure, she 
appears with a store bought cake for Grandmother. Illustrations in four colors are 
attractive and cursive writing typography is unusual in a somewhat loosely constructed 
story. (2/20. LC: 61-6652) 


FASY READING 


Addington, Luther F. Bobbs-Merrill 
SUGAR IN THE GOURD $2.95 


This aimiess story of how a large farm family proceeds from one Christmas to 
the next never quite jells. The father offers a prize to the child who prepares the 
most original gift to please Christ on the following Christmas. Teeny, the youngest 
and most troublesome of the brood, presents the empty sugar gourd as her offering, an- 
nouncing that it is really filled with love. Primarily a religious story with many 
quotations from the New Testament geared for beginning readers. (3/1. LC: 61-7921) 











54 (J-26) Easy Reading- continued January 15, 1961 


Hogan, Inez Dutton 
THE LONE WOLF $2.50 
Once upon a time there lived a father wolf, a mother wolf, and four little wolf @ 
cubs, who never even heard of Goldilocks; Sheela was their big problem. She longed to be @ 


leader of the pack, but when she proclaimed her leadership among the other cubs, they 
rudely pushed her away. So, against her parents' warning, she decided to go it alone. 
Hunting all by herself, hiding from powerful animals, and running far from friends, the 
life of a lone wolf proved to be a great disappointment. She was therefore grateful one 
day when she met another lonely lone wolf. Together they returned to the pack, vowing to 
teach their cubs how to play, "Follow the Leader". Divergent principles emerge. To 
function in a group, to respect the abilities of other group members, are valuable ideals. 
But what about the lone wolf? Is it inevitable that he return to the pack defeated? Let's 
hope not. We need our lone wolves, their rebelliousness, their courage, their indivi- 
duality. For children at the easy reading level however, involved in the conflict between 
te es ‘pean decisions, Miss Hogan's story and pictures will fill the bill. (3/31. 
LC: 61-5605 


Schrank, Joseph Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
THE PUPPY IN THE PET SHOP WINDOW Cloth 6 5/89 7/8; $2.75 


* This simple story of how a little girl and a puppy in a busy New York pet shop 
fall in love, is flawlessly rendered in words by Joseph Schrank and life-like illustrations 
in four colors by Meg Wohlberg. Although Little Girl had no money to purchase Puppy, their 
satisfying relationship flourished until one day Puppy disappeared from the shop window. 
Reluctantly now, Little Girl participates in the television quiz show which was to have 
earned her the money for Puppy, when lo and behold, before millions of viewers, she is 
reunited with her canine love as Puppy is coincidentally presented to her as a consolation 
prize: Universal appeal exists throughout the story, but is especially captured in the 
names Puppy and Little Girl. (3/15/61. LC:59-15447) - 


©) 


Cummings, W. T. McGraw-Hill-Whittlesey House 
MISS ESTA MAUDE'S SECRET Cloth 7 3/8x10 1/4; $2.50 
Lib. $3.25 


* Miss Esta Maude is the staid old town school teacher. For years she had had the 
same breakfast, driven the same car at the same slow pace, and reported to the same class- 
room. She is strict, but she is kind; above all, she is utterly predictable. Little do we 
know! For in the black of night, decked out in goggles and hat, climbing into her well 
hidden red racing car, Miss Esta Maude lights out for the highways! Safely back in the old 
barn, she repairs and polishes the gleaming symbol of her alter ego, for Miss Esta Maude is 
also a self-taught accomplished mechanic. The improbability of this marvelous hobby, 
treated in a fully realistic manner, and the Walter-Mitty-like character of the school 
teacher will evoke thrills and unsuppressed laughter from children as they imagine their 
own school teacher in the role of this double heroine. Bright illustrations by the author, 
alive with the mood of the story, top off a delightful entertainment. (2/8/61. LC:60-16945) 


FIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Wersba, Barbara Coward-McCann 
THE BOY WHO LOVED THE SEA $2.75 Lib. $2.68 
This surrealistic little fantasy, meant for the imaginative child who need not : 
always ask why and how, tells of a little boy's dreams and discovery of the sea. Down he 


goes, beyond the pale green surface to the "golden forests of seaweed and swaying branches ' 
of green" soon to realize a great sense of loneliness in a world that can never be his. 4 
But the sea lets him go and for the first time he hears the sounds of the land. Meanings 

will emerge in relation to the child's experience and feelings, but few children will remain ® 
unmoved by the soft magical quality of this lovely mood story. Three color drawings by . 
Margot Tomes. (2/14. LC:61-5893) & 
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Heath, May C. Hastings House 
Illus. Charles Walker IOWA HANNAH $2.75 


Substituting for a plot in this informative well written survey of aspects 
of life on the Iowa prairie in 1854, are a group of episodes centered around young 
Hannah and her family. How the family prepared for the long Iowa winter; descriptions 
of house raising, spinning and sugaring off; the construction of the saw, flour and 
woolen mills are among the historical items imparted. Warm human interest anecdotes 
include Hannah's schooldays, her brave shopping expedition and her sorry attempt to 
scrub the cabin floor. Recommended supplementary reading for school children studying 
pioneer life. But no Wilder competitor. (3/72) 


Jane, Mary C. Lippincott 
MYSTERY AT DEAD END FARM $2.75 


An uncomplicated plot centers on the strange disappearance of Nils Gustafson, 
owner of Dead End Farm, and close friend and neighbor of the Winslow family. Pris- 
cilla and her brother Lee have come from Portland, Maine, with their mother to spend 
the summer with relatives at a potato farm in Aroostook County. Lee liked it well 
enough but Priscilla found it a gloomy place, dull and boring. When one day the child- 
ren discover that Nils has vanished, a dreary atmosphere becomes an eerie one. An 
Indian plot, sinister visitors, and strange moaning sounds lead them to their most 
dangerous clue, a hidden lead mine and the source of the moans. Everyone is relieved 
when Nils reappears with good news, and when Priscilla changes her perspective on farm 
life. Humane and sensitive attitudes toward wild life are revealed in an incident ir- 
relevant to the plot. All loose ends are meaningfully and neatly tied together in an 
interesting if not praiseworthy mystery for 8 to 11 year olds. Illustrated by Ray 
Abel. (3/15. LC: 61-6063) 


Waltrip, Lela & Rufus Longmans, Green 
QUIET BOY $3.00— 7 


* A beautifully told authentic-flavored story of a modern Navajo boy who 
bridges the gap between two cultures and finds his place in the world. Typically 
American and ancient Indian elements run parallel in Quiet Boy's life. He attends 
school, his hogan holds several modern appliances, his Marine father died courageously 
in World War II. Indian customs like nut hunting, horse racing, fashioning handi- 
crafts and sheepherding are also rooted in his existence. Tall Boy and Black Chiddi 
resent the white man, but Quiet Boy is aware of the assistance the white man has pro- 
vided. With Quiet Boy's guidance, helicopters and planes locate isolated Indian hogans 
stranded in a severe blizzard. The young Indian is praised for his bravery and is at 
last invited to join the Tribal Council. Then Black Chiddi is arrested for stealing 
from the tribe, Tall Boy understands his mistakes. The realization that a person's 
worth transcends racial lines endows Quiet Boy and his reader with greater wisdom. 

An illuminating story calculated to ween youngsters from their steady diet of "com- 
mercial" Indians. Illustrated. (4/%. LC: 61-7882) v/a 


Best, Herbert Viking 
DESMOND'S FIRST CASE $2.50 


A dog's-eye-view of his young master's problem leads to a satisfactory canine 
solution. Young Gus enlists the olefactory assistance of his "all-breed" pooch Desmond 


in tracking down the strange disappearance of neighbor, Mr. Titus. Imaginations of boy 


and dog run rampant as they follow clues which all prove ineffectual. At the County 
Fair Dog Show, Desmond unexpectedly locates the scent of Mr. Titus and accidentally 
imprisoned in a truck, finally encounters him in fine condition on a nearby farm. 
Through intelligent maneuvering he leads Gus there and the town is relieved to discover 
that Mr. Titus "disappeared" by his own choice. Desmond is prouder of the Private Eye 
Badge awarded him than he would have been of any blue ribbon. The author superimposes 


some amusing views of humanity on his dog-hero in a somewhat trite plot. (4/p7 LC:61-7695) 


3/20 















_ to generate interest. Illustrated in one and two colors. (2/15. LC:61-5646) 
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Call, Hughie OF Viking 
PETER'S MOOSE Y $2.50. 
A touching, illustrative story of the growing bond between a boy and his most @ 


unlikely pet, a moose. There is immediate empathy between motherless Peter and the sick 2 


baby moose he finds stranded in the Montana woods where Peter's father works as a 

forest ranger. Despite adult warnings of danger, Peter adopts "Silly" and teaches him 

many amazing things. The children at Tepee Canyon School persuade their teacher to allow 
Silly in the schoolyard and even to give him a part in the Christmas play. But the gun- 
shot of an irate parent sends the moose into the woods from which he emerges in time to 
save Peter's life in a blinding blizzard. With all his love, Peter could never teach Silly 
caution, the lesson of the angry gun, and the animal world must ultimately claim its own. 

A mildly contrived final sequence does not detract from the significance of this warmly 
moving story, buttressed by the authentic feel of range living. (4/? LC:61-7701) 


Govan, Christine ; World 
Illus. Mary Stevens WILLOW LANDING $2.95 


* On our trip to Willow Landing, Mississippi, in the days when the showboat docked 
in the town, we meet young tomboy Nellie, and follow her through Tom Sawyer-like adventures 
centered around her huge families of relatives and cats. Although Mother can barely 
tolerate Nellie's menagerie, Nellie cares for them with all her energy, but she herself is 
engered when one of the cats kills a neighbor's chicken. The story of how Nellie replaces 
the chicken will amuse and delight. The discovery of a new litter of kittens in her new 
prized Easter bonnet convinces Nellie that the cats were as "bound to go” as she was to 
grow. A Mississippi flood, pictures of the shanties and stores, the dialect and family 
iiving vividly recreate a period that will captivate readers. (3/27. LC:61-9086) 


RIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON~FICTION 
Bobbs-Merriil 


GREAT CONSTITUTION $3.50 


* With the spate of information available on so many historical subjects, it is a 

cifficult task for the modern historian to write a book that rises above fact and event 

to capture the spirit and life force of the time and to impart that elusive sense of 
meaningful actuality to the reader. Happily, the author here admirably accomplishes this. 
ae creation of the Constitution was an enormously detailed task, but Mr. Commager manages 
to select and highlight the most important issues facing the delegates in Philadelphia. 

In a conversational warm style he presents portraits of the most influential delegates with 
quotes from their contemporaries, and vivid accounts of the happenings at the Convention, 
the struggle for ratification afterwards and Washington's dramatic inauguration. Anecdotal 
digressions are as informative as they are fascinating. Without relying on fictional 
support this author has ingeniously enlivened fact with fact. (3/15. LC:61-7914) 


Adler, Irving & Ruth John Day 
SHADOWS $2.00 Lib. $2.19 


In language the elementary grader can readily understand, the science of shadows 
is carefully explained. The moon's phases, how a sundial tells time, the reasons for dark- 
ness on earth, the meaning of an eclipse are among the topics discussed. The child is in- 
vited to experiment with shadow pictures, light rays and cameras in order to discover for 
himself the fundamentals of shadow making and its ramifications. We welcome this scientific 
approach for older children who have gone beyond noticing the existence of shadows and 
reciting Robert Louis Stevenson's poem. Illustrations are in one and two colors. (2/15. 
LC:61-5645 ) 

Adler, Irving & Ruth John Day 

THE STORY OF A NAIL $2.00 Lib. $2.19 


The topic has obviously been well researched and facts abound concerning the 
stories of coal, limestone, coke, wrought and pig irons, and the manufacture of steel, but 
one seriously wonders how many children really care about nails, as such, whether they are 
machine-made, handmade, sterilized and finished, have two feet and no head or are double 
headed. We are impressed with their typology and their roles, but not with their ability 


Commager, Henry Steele 
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Blough, Glenn O. McGraw-Hill-Whittlesey House 
EXPLORING A MEADOW $2.50 Lib. $3.25 


We are invited to enter a meadow with its trees and little pond, its clover 
and flowers. We are amazed as we explore further to find that this quiet place houses 
so many wonderful creatures with such fascinating habits, the bumblebees and mice, the 
cat and rabbit, the fish and ducks. To describe how these animals live in their meadow 
"environment" is the prime concern of this author. Jeanne Bendick's artful illustrations 
combine with an eye opening text to inform and to sharpen perception. (2/8. LC:60-16461) 


Hutchins, Ross Rand McNally 
WILD WAYS: The 300k of 4nimal uvzabits $2.95 


No need to embark on a safari to the jungles of Africa to discover the re- 
markable world of animals. The majority of animal habits scrutinized here can be ob- 
served by the curious eye quite close to home. At least 60 photographs illustrate 
these illuminating facts rendered in a conversational style that reveals the author's 
genuine enthusiasm for the subject. The soaring habits of birds and insects made per- 
fect by. nature are compared to man's copied product, the airplane. How migratory birds 
guide themselves, why bats are such ace flyers, why the flitting of butterflies is not 
aimless, which animals use chemical warfare and how, and why birds sing, are only a few 
of the questions answered. Mr. Ross draws a good deal upon his personal observations 
to illustrate his points. Sparked with interest, the reader will be sure to experience 
a new awareness of his natural environment once having dipped into these pages. (3/20. 


LC: 61-6845 
) PLEVEN TO THIRTEEN- FICTION 


Icenhower, Joseph B. Chilton 
THE SCARLET RAIDER $2.95 


A boy's adventure story with vicarious thrills for the would-be soldier. 
During the Civil War, the Mosby Rangers gained the admiration of southerners for their 
furious sporadic raids against the Federal troops. Young Tim Morgan idolized Captain 
Mosby and longed to be part of his group. But because he was too young, instead, he 
expressed his hatred for the North by smuggling supplies through Federal lines. Having 
been recognized as a smuggler and released by a kind-hearted captor, Tim can no longer 
perform this function and he is permitted to join the partisans. With them Tim learns 
the rudiments of battle and participates in numerous raids. He learns an important 
lesson when Yanks and rebels join forces and still maintain their dignity. Spicy 
dialect and an absorbing pace will hold the masculine audience. (3/21. LC: 61-5913) 


Shirreffs, Gordon D. Chilton 
THE MOSQUITO FLEET $2.95 


"You will find yourselves in strange and weird places, fighting a mad sort 
of war on water that is half land, and the change may be hard on you, but we fight in 
these waters as men of the U.S. Navy..." These words of Lieutenant Currie of the Light 
Draft Ship, the "Dart", were to sustain and inspire two boys as they battled and out- 
witted Rebel forces during the Civil War. Fighting insects and disease in the swamp- 
lands of the Bayou country the Mosquito Fleet was ordered to cut off Rebel supplies to 
Vicksburg. On the long 200 mile trek up the Yazoo River, the crew grapples with many 
hardships, but the real adventures for Chip and Greg begin when they find themselves 
stranded in southern territory and overcome some hair-raising obstacles before they re- 
join their ship. Espionage work, not bargained for,leads them to save the "Dart" from 
destruction. The manliness of these "boy men" of 1863 should inspire boys of 1960 with 
their mature resourcefulness and bravery, we hope, rather than with a desire for 
similar experiences. A vigorous story. (3/21. LC: 61-6472) 


Felton, Harold W. Dodd, Mead 
THE WORLD'S MOST TRUTHFUL MAN $3 .00 


Harold Felton, a master spinner of yarns, draws on the rich vernacular and 
folk wisdom of the Maine woodsman, to weave his labyrinth of tall tales. Ed Grant, the 
sage of Beaver Pond, loved to talk and his stories, still echoing through woodsy camp- 
fires, are captured here to enthrall and delight all who gather round to listen. Tapping 
his pipe and carefully lighting it, Uncle Ed launches tales of hunting and fishing, of 
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countryside people and cabin dwellers. How he baited a bear to walk out of his skin, 
leaving his hide behind, how he taught an intelligent trout unusual tricks, how an over- 
heated belly stove danced the cabin to the top of the hill, are a few of the yarns re- 


counted. Strikingly appropriate illustrations by Leonard Everett Fisher aptly accompany © { 
this incredibly credible spoof. (3/20. LC:61-7032) 
Malone, Mary Dodd, Mead 
THREE WISHES FOR SARAH $3 .00 


This lacks the impact of Mary Malone's earlier book, [his Was 8ridget, in part 
because she seems less at home in handling younger children. The same quality of warm com- 
munity spirit in the eastern seaboard town of Coalport, twenty years ago, the unity among 
the children in St. John's Catholic school, seem more vital to the quality of the story 
than the mild plot surrounding Sarah's three wishes. Money is at a premium, the saving of 
fifty cents for a friend's birthday gift is a major achievement. Then little Emmie Lou 
falls through the thin ice, and Sarah, taunting Terence to help, manages, to her own 
surprise, to save the child. Both children are awarded medals by the Red Cross, and Sarah 
is given a surprise birthday party by her sixth grade class. So much for the first wish. 
The second comes true when the children send a delegation to the mayor to persuade him to 
save their condemned town by building a housing development. And presumably the third wish- 
to live next door to her best friend- will ultimately be granted. A somewhat saccharine 
flavor for a story with no particular significance. (3/20. LC:61-5878) 


Vance, Marguerite Dutton 
THE WORLD FOR JASON $2.95 


Although Rudolph La Trobe, the great circus aerialist, devoted every energy in 
training his son in his art, the great musical talent the boy exhibited was derived from 
his deceased wife's tradition. Finally Rudolph gives Jason the opportunity to train his 
talent by sending him to live with his wife's family in New York City, a family who never 
accepted the marriage or circus life. Jason finds in his charming aunt and lively cousins 
the warmth and normality he had missed, but he cannot reconcile the two worlds. The grand- @ 
father who regrets his own past mistakes, is instrumental in helping Jason realize that 
there is only one world with many rooms in it. When Rudolph finally accepts his son for 
what he is, this realization is permanently inscribed in Jason's heart. A sensitive story 
filled with exciting circus vignettes, a heroic rescue by Jason of the vicious Tommy from 
an even more vicious panther, and in all, a genuine appeal for young readers. (3/31. LC:61- 


5869) 


Jackson, C. Paul Hastings House 
BULLPEN BARGAIN $2.95 | 


Bob Thomas, a very green rookie, is acquired by the Panthers in exchange for the 
popular Jay Rider, and thus enters professional baseball with two strikes against him. An 
excellent semi-pro pitcher, Bob finds the jibes of his teammates and his own errors difficult 
to accept. With Dad Burt's coaching, he improves his technical skill, and with Lynne Burt's 
advice he absorbs the more intangible rules of the game. In addition, Bob also learns the 
shady underhanded throws of baseball once he is exonerated of the accusation of having con- 
nived with Dad to throw the pennant. In a climaxing terrific triple play, Bob proves his 
worth as a professional ball player. Sports writer's lingo used in authentic play by play 
descriptions will have natural appeal for baseball enthusiasts. (3/? LC:61-7199) 


Burgess ,} Leonard Lippincott 
STRETCH BOLTON'S ROOKIES $2.95 


* When Al Lowdermilk is given a third chance to prove that he's "got the stuff" 
for the major baseball leagues, there is more at stake than his own self image. Stretch 
Bolton is determined to prove the worth of the Jesters, the team he manages, despite the 
fact that it is composed mainly of novices and occupies a modest sixth place in the league. 
The unforeseen inability of shortstop Willie Reese to carry the team through places Al in ©} 
the limelight and it is his fine ball playing that elevates the Jesters to new victories. 
Burgess Leonard has captured the true masculine flavor of the baseball world in his terse 
descriptions and professional baseball "lingo". The players are seen off the field as | 
Well as on, as the reader enters their personal lives and achieves understanding of them | 
as individuals. Engrossing material for baseball fans and other enthusiasts interested in 
the art of good sportsmanship. (3/15) 
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Malvern, Gladys | Macrae-Smith 
WILDERNESS ISLAND $2.95 


* The story of New Amsterdam from its purchase by Peter Minuit through its 
growth unfolds realistically utilizing true historical characters and events in an 
ostensibly fictional setting. When Gerritt and Jan witnessed by little Alida, acci- 
dentally kill the Indian, Gray Owl's uncle, the Indian nephew vows revenge. Gerritt 
also makes a vow, to compensate for his black deed by becoming a doctor. Young Alida 
grows up and is sought after by the wealthy van Rensselaer and the famous de Vries, 
but when Gerritt returns from his training, she chooses him. The bloody Indian Dutch 
wars ,said to have been triggered by the previous killing,occupies much of the story. 
As do the customs of New Amsterdam, portraits of its citizens, and incidents in their 
lives. Altogether, this makes for absorbing reading from beginning to end. (3/?.) 


Levy, Mimi Cooper Viking 
CARAVAN FROM TIMBUKTU $3 .00 


Strange mishaps befall the caravan of Ka-na, camel master to the great king 
Mansa as he leads a pilgrimage across the Sahara from Timbuktu to Mecca. Broken camel 
litter frames, contaminated water holes, a wounded camel arouse the suspicions of 
Batu, Ka-na's young son,and he issoon convinced that Ali Khudar, the Grand Vizier, 
is responsible for this treachery. When during a great festival in the city of Walah, 
Ka-na is arrested for stealing gold, Batu is impelled to force the hand of the real 
thief. Ina series of spine-tingling events, Batu and his friends bring Ali Khudar 
before the Mansa along with the necessary incriminating evidence. The Grand Vizier 
had dreams of greater power to be realized by disabling the caravan and inciting 
revolt. Details of a faraway locale, its intriguing customs and people endow this 


story with special appeal. (3/#+) 4/7 


ELEVEN TO THIRTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Miller, Helen Markley Doubleday 
Illus. Gilbert Riswold WESTERING WOMEN $2.95 


The author has ably researched the biographies of 14 pioneer women who 
helped settle the West. Backgrounds, motivations and contributions differ in each 
case, but their dauntless courage and their ability to endure hardship are common 
denominators: which bind these women into one group. Age created no barrier to hero- 
ism. Eighteen year old delicate Susan Shelby accompanied her husband on the unknown 
trail into Mexican territory, one hundred year old Harriet Adkison gave care and 
solace to the pioneers on the Idaho Prairie, Elizabeth Custer, wife of the famous 
general, spent most of her life in strange western outposts. Other biographies in- 
clude the lives of Rose Mitchell Hull, Eliza Snow, Tabitha Brown, Amanda Burks. 
These short sketches are sure to stimulate further reading. (4/7.) 


St. John, Robert Doubleday 
BUILDER OF ISRAEL: The Story of Ben-Gurion $2.95 


* "Man of action and man of thought, his life has been dedicated to the sur- 
vival of the Jews as a people, and the establishment of Israel as a state, and to the 
rights of man everywhere." So reads an appropriate inscription on a plaque awarded 
Ben-Gurion in 1958. The author has sought successfully to present in simple direct 
terms the life and work of this great crusader, and within his biography the miraculous 
story of modern Israel emerges as well. From his early boyhood in Russia when he was 
first inspired with the Zionist ideal, through all the turbulent years that followed, 
his migration to Israel, his trips and meetings with other Zionist leaders throughout 
the world, his leadership in the Israel-British relations and the Israeli War of 
Independence, his work as Prime Minister, Ben-Gurion's practical strength, intellectual 
scholarship and paraodical simplicity prevail. The amazing facts of his life supported 
by anecdotes, and quotations are here crystallized most palatably for the elevation 
and inspiration of young people everywhere. (4/7. LC: 61-7435) 
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Cavanah, Frances-/d. Macrae-Smith 
FRIENDS TO MAN $3.50 


Animal lovers will renew their sense of identification with animals as they dip @ 
into the pages of this wonderful collection of stories, most of which are true, some, 
legendary. From the South Pole to the Malay Jungles to the White House, the settings for 
these stories are as different as their animal subjects. In most cases some unusual act 
of friendship or heroism or some extraordinary animal talent is the point around which 
the story is built. Spike, the Eskimo dog served Admiral Byrd's expedition courageously; 
Amarillo, the cat who gave her life to save a boy, is immortalized on an Indian totem 
pole. During World War II, a commando messenger dog was able to get through enemy lines 
where man could not. The "first animals of the land" is the story of Presidents' pets. 
fwo classic animal stories are the original My Friend Flicka and William Saroyan's famous 
horse tale. Fascinating reading. (3/7) 

O'Connor, Mary Rand McNally 

FLYING MARY O'CONNOR $2.50 


Mary O'Connor, the Florence Nightingale of airline stewardesses, has written an 
autobiography of her work which began in 1931. In the early days of flying, stewardesses 
learned their job as they flew. Mary tells of her mistakes as a novice such as the time 
she announced the wrong stop, and then had to scurry around the airport retrieving her mis- 
guided passengers, as well as the more serious problems she encountered. She traces the 
changes in aircraft, airline service, stewardess training and uniforms from 1936 to 1960 
in terms of her own experience. With her assertion that “every plane in the air is a cross- 
section in miniature of all humanity", Mary describes her varied experiences with people. 
Her bright personality and optimism is revealed if only through the amusing and humorous 
incidents memory has left with her. She was lauded for her war work as head of the Navy 
School of Air Evacuation, and after the war United Airlines named a mainliner in her honor. 
The book concludes with a chapter devoted to future airline stewardesses. Retrospect de- _ 
finitely shades this story with rosy hues, but the warmth, dedication and humor that come 
through make it worthwhile reading. Illustrated with photographs. (3/20. LC:61-6843) 


Bendick, Jeanne & Watts 
Berk, Barbara THE FIRST BOOK OF HOW TO FIX IT $1.95 


* "Every house needs a handy man (or a handy girl) who can take up a hammer or a 
screw driver, a paint brush or a can of glue and get things back in shape." And on this 
sensible premise the authors launch. their exuberant fact-filled guide for Mr. or Miss 
Fixit: The first part of the book is wisely devoted to limits beyond which the young 
handy man cannot go, preventive check lists, and descriptions of tools. A partial list of 
the actual "how to's" include changing a fuse, minor plumbing repairs, furniture finishing, 
painting, and curing sticky drawers. Cheerful yet instructive illustrations, diagrams and 
charts support this excellent deciphering of some complicated activities and rules. Unfor- 
tunately, few parents will permit their children to practise what the authors "preach", but 
no age barrier to appreciation exists here. Even non-mechanical adults can profit. (3/16. 
LC:61-5166) 

THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Bayha, Anne Chilton 
SONG OF THE WEEPING WILLOW $2.95 


Returning home from college for the summer, Ellie finds she cannot accept the 
realities of her present home life, which include a once innocent now rebellious younger 
sister, a stepmother whom she resents, and an ill and detached father. Clinging to the 
past, she becomes secretly engaged to an old high school sweetheart, but the relationship 
is as distant as the past itself. As secretary to Dr. Stephens, the Church Minister, Ellie™ 
meets dynamic young Paul Lanndon, his assistant, and eventually theyfall in love. Through ® 
his guidance Ellie begins to regard her family with proper perspective. Hampered with 
cliches, cliche images and ploddingly sentimental writing, a basically good conception 
never is developed or realized. This is soap opera for teenage girls. (3/21. LC:61-6724) | 
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Nickerson, Jan Chilton 
WHEN THE HEART IS READY $2.95 


Kathy Meade has come all the way from Ohio to attend Raymond College in New 
England on a scholarship. This is the story of her experiences during her Freshman 
Year. Her roommate, wealthy and sophisticated Liz clashes with Kathy's personality 
and modest background, but Kathy finds friendship and good advice in her "big sister", 
Holly. Kathy resents bitterly her father's consuming involvement in the restaurant 
business, but despite her vow to steer clear of any man in similar work, love conquers 
all in the form of restaurateur, Mark Mayhew. Restricted finances limit but do not 
eliminate Kathy's college fun. She participates in courses, committees and dances 
and even wins the attention of another man. But renewed confidence and growth during 
her second semester provide Kathy with the maturity to make a truer romantic choice. 
This consistently popular field and sufficiently sentimental title will attract the 
female teenage audience, but nothing of substance or reality lies in store. Characters 
fulfill stereotyped images, and situations are hackneyed and utterly predictable. 
(3/21. LC: 61-6472) 


Willard, Barbara Doubleday 
Illus. Robert Sax IF ALL THE SWORDS IN ENGLAND $1.95 


Devoted twin brothers are separated when only one is accepted into the ser- 
vice of King Henry II, and the other is offered a position as scribe for Henry's enemy, 
the Archbishop, Thomas Becket. Refusing to obey tyrannical doctrines which challenge 
the power of God, Becket and his followers are exiled to France. No reconciliation 
seems possible, although the twins meet briefly when King Louis of France attempts to 
intervene in the quarrel. Unexpectedly King Henry suddenly recalls Becket to England, 
but his anger is later fanned by treacherous noblemen, and in a drunken fury demands 
the death of the Archbishop, an order overheard by Edmund. He sets out for Canterbury 
but is too late. Becket is indeed murdered, but thereby attains sanctity. In telling 
this famous story, Miss Willard uses language intended to recreate the spirit of the era. 
The nage “epg is stilted and makes for difficulty in following the pilot. (3/17. 
LC: 61-7665 


Lambert, Janet Dutton 
FOREVER AND EVER $2.95 


The adventures of the Campbell family continue in Miss Lambert's third book 
in the series, but this time full emphasis is placed on the three Campbell children, 
15 year old Josie, her older sister Sandra and their younger brother. After years of 
travel with their brilliant but eccentric parents, the three are given a chance for a 
"normal" life in a "normal" American town in Indiana, when they leave their parents 
on the Chinese junk Pakhoi now cruising the Caribbean to come to live with Grandma 
Campbell. How Josie and Sandra encounter and adjust to the problems of American teen- 
agers is supposedly the theme of the story. But problems, fortunately if unrealistic- 
ally, become joys and successes as Josie gets the lead in the High School play and Sandra 
joins the most popular sorority and is crowned Queen of the May. The girls deal admir- 
ably with various financial crises, and the climax sees them off to Haiti to convince 
their reluctant parents to return to Indiana. No attempt is made to achieve authenti- 
city in a mildly entertaining book. (3/27. LC: 61-5870) 


Nelson, Marg Farrar, Straus & Cudahy - Ariel 
MYSTERY AT LAND'S END $2.95 


* Young Marcie's wish to live in one place comes true when her travelling par- 
ents allow her to visit her cousin Chet and his family in Land's End on the Oregon 
coast. Mysteries surrounding the Weatherby mansion have long intrigued the people of 
_ the community, and Marcie's dauntless curiosity leads her inside the old house. With 
the opening of Weatherby mansion, many puzzles are untangled. Grant, Marcie's boyfriend, 
discovers his family relationship to the Caldwell sisters living inside, the mysterious 
town prowler turns out to be Snuff, the Caldwell dog, and the strange identities of the 
women of the mansion are revealed. Other exciting events occupy Marcie's time as well. 
Participating in the school play, joining an oceanography class, making friends with 
other teenagers, result in a marvelously successful visit. An engrossing story that 
requires careful attention to details and characters. (3/13. LC: 61-8935) 
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Commager, Evan Harper 
VALENTINE $2.75 Lib. $2.73 
: Sixteen year old Valentine Johnson has come from her beloved Vermont to live in —— 
a@ small town in Georgia. Large, awkward and shy, she builds a protective wall of self suf- @ 


ficiency around herself, which is regarded by her new friends as unfriendliness. But her 
job as companion to Jackie Thorne brings her into the Old Thorne mansion where each member 
of the family contributes something to Valentine's transformation. Aunt Maud, who is 
dying, is nevertheless able to give Valentine love, her most precious gift. Slowly, 
Valentine learns that she can be attractive and poised, go to parties and like boys, but 
most important of all, that her unique personality is worthwhile. Aunt Maud's death is 
counter balanced by Valentine's newly discovered life. Filled with regional flavor, this 
unusual story will please many teenage girls, especially shy ones. (3/15/61. LC:60-9457) 
Longstreth, T. Morris Uke Macmillan 
THAT WILLIAMS BOY $3 .00 


Many problems beset 17 year old Howdy Williams, boy from Gullsboro, Maine, and 
this is the story of how he meets and solves each one. His sensitivity, intelligence, and 
love for music make more credible the rumor that he is not the true son of Mom and Pop 
Williams. Beautiful Boston bred Jean Cole is the prime object of his affection but how 
can he win her with wealthy Brad Siever as his competition? Yet through the many experiences 
and adventures Howdy and Jean participate in and through the sound advice of friend George, 
background and status appear to diminish in importance. Thus a surprise is in store at the 
end when Howdy discovers his true heritage of wealth and breeding. The story reflects un- 
resolved conflicting values on the part of the author, sometimes emphasizing individual 
ir i subtly stressing the effect of heredity, the glow of "class". (3/13. 
LC:61-705 


Butters, Dorothy Gilman Macrae-Smith 
MASQUERADE $2.95 e 


* With a penetrating insight that no bare story outline can reveal, the character 
and individuality of each of these four "heroines" is perceptively sketched and shaped, 
molded and developed until four portraits emerge, separate, yet ingeniously inter-relate. 
Liz, Penny, Cara and Melanie share a dormitory at Hawley Art Institute in Philadelphia. For 
Liz, who came to Hawley to recuperate from a broken heart, a new world is opened up, and 
the miracle of another chance with her former fiance proves to her how far apart they have 
grown. lLiz' friendship with painfully shy Penny helps Penny to begin functioning as a 
normal happy young girl. Cara sacrifices her integrity when she tries to "pass" for white, 
but makes an important discovery about people when her secret is finally uncovered. For 
Melanie whose chief goal is to meet only the Right people, there is nothing at the end but 
a strange exclusive loneliness. In a subject where cliche and predictability dominate, we 
welcome this author's sensitively real contribution. (3/7) 


Betts, Miriam Parker Messner 
TOMBOY TEACHER $2.95 


This is the story of how a girl returns to her New England hometown and attempts 
to establish her reputation as an adult in an adult profession. Few people have faith in 
Nancy's ability as a teacher. Principal, colleagues and parents regard her youth and ef- 
fervescence with suspicion. But in her work with first grade children, Nancy proves that 
a sense of fun and spontaneity do not contradict learning. She also proves her integrity 


- aS a teacher and an adult when she refuses a bribe from a parent and in so doing helps 


- unearth a shady racket in the town's amusement park. Although many sound educational 
: principles form the bulwark of Nancy's "theory", the teaching situations, often entertain- 
- ing and interesting are never truly authentic. An entertaining story, if not an informative @®> 


- 
! 


>- OM At A. bet 


one. (3/? LC:61-6364) 
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Chauncy, Nan Watts 
TIGER IN THE BUSH $2.95 


A hidden fertile valley in the Tasmanian Mountains of Australia is the setting 
for this story. Dad Lorenny discovered the valley, and his kinfolk comprise its popu- 
lation. The story centers around episodes in the lives of young Badge, Iggy and Lance; 
their daily chores, their hunting and prospecting adventures. The outside world moves 
in a bit when a distant cousin from America, now a zoologist, visits the valley in 
search of the rare Tasmanian tiger. Badge and Iggy know the tracks he finds are only 
those of an ordinary wombat, but they don't let on. The scientists, with all their 
training eventually arrive at the same conclusions that the Lorennys have known from 
years of practical bush life. Unusual language patterns and confusing word usage 
create veritable barriers to comprehension. Here, intense regional flavor becomes a 
serious obstacle. (4/?.) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Lent, Henry B. Macmillan 
MAN ALIVE IN OUTER SPACE $3.00 


* How are American space surgeons preparing for launching the first astronaut 
into outer space? The reader will be amazed at the extensive experimentation in prepar- 
ation for that day. Beginning with a brief survey of such accomplished space pioneers 
as Colonel Yeager who broke the sound barrier, and tracing the selection of future 
astronauts and the stress situations they undergo before they soar off, the author im- 
parts an excellent general understanding of the ramifications of space travel. The 
problems of oxygen starvation, proper space suits, physical and psychological reactions 
in space, food storage, heat, cold and noise reactions are simulated in laboratories 
into which the reader is frequently invited. A topic which fascinates this age group 
is handled in a concise readable fashion. Illustrated with photographs. (3/13.LC:61-7057) 


Norman, Charles Macmillan 
ORIMHA OF THE MOHAWKS $2.75 


The amazing experiences of Pierre Radisson, based on his own written account, 
is here recorded in documentary fashion to thrill and chill the reader. Pierre, a 
young Frenchman from the settlement of Three Rivers in Canada, was captured by the 
Iroquois, but because of bravery in battle and his ability to withstand torture, his 
life is spared and he is initiated into the tribe as Orimha. His escape and recapture, 
his adjustment to the life of an Indian brave, the savagery he witnessed and became y, 
party to, and his final successful escape to his former life, comprise an incredible s % 
story. Graphic descriptions of torture make for arduous if realistic reading. (3 Ler 


Hall, Gordon Langley Macrae-Smith 
GOLDEN BOATS FROM BURMA $3 .50 


This is a long and detailed biography of Ann Hasseltine Judson, the first 
American woman missionary in Burma. With her husband Adoniram, Ann endured unbeliev- 
able hardship. The loss of all her children through disease, the imprisonment of her 
husband, and the perils of war might have defeated another woman, but Ann‘s faith and 
religious zeal as well as her sheer physical strength sustained her. The wide gulf 
separating the missionaries from the Burmese was most difficult to bridge. By adapting 
to a new way of life, learning the language, and opening her mind to new thought pro- 
cesses and customs, Ann attempted to establish communication. The life she led eventu- 
ally took its toll, and she died at 36. The author is inspired by missionary work and 
the book exudes a religious zeal of its own with its main characters sheathed in virtue 
and heroism. The style is factual. (3/? LC: 61-8305) 


Honour, Alan McGraw-Hill - Whittlesey House 
SECRETS OF MINOS _ $3 .25 
Sir Arthur Evans' Discoveries at Crete 


Alan Honour's smoothly written interesting biography of Sir Arthur Evans, aside 
from containing the facts of Sir Arthur's life, his interest in ancient history, his 
travels through the Balkans and the Ottoman Empire, his early diggings on the island of 
Crete, and his eventual writings and rewards, houses fascinating information on the 
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Minoan civilization and an excellent probing of the archaeological method of research. 

From Evan's first discovery of small artefacts, the author traces find after find until 

the entire city of Knossos and its marvelous palace of Minos are revealed before us. 

Teenagers interested in history or any of its related subjects will find this exciting @ 
reading. Photographs and line drawings. (2/8/61. LC:60-15285) 


Bishop, Curtis Messner 
SEP LONE STAR LEADER $2.95 


An enthusiastic rendering of the life and times of Sam Houston. He spent much 
of his youth with the Cherokee Indians, and they were his allies when he won fame in the 
battle against the Creeks. A law practice led to Houston's election to Congress and later 
co the governorship of Tennessee. The break-up of his marriage however forced him to 
resign this post, and he returned to live among the Cherokee, travelling with them to Texas. 
On a trip to Washington, Old Hickory urged him to return to the service of the United States. 
As Texas moved into a crisis with Mexico, Houston manned its army and after the defeat at 
the Alamo and other setbacks, he redeemed himself by capturing the Mexican leader, Santa 
Anna. Now that Houston had happily remarried he valued Texas more than as just a territory; 
it was his home. He became the first president of the Republic, but through his efforts, 
the Republic was admitted to the Union, not long afterwards to secede against Houston's 
desires. This is a dramatic account filled with anecdotes and aimed at enlivening history. 


(3/2 LC:61-7994) 


Garst, Shannon Messner 


BROKEN HAND FITZPATRICK $2.95 


Greatest of Mountain Men 


Popular taste for Westerns appears insatiable. Yet without benefit of fictional 
shading, this author sets forth in the story of Tom Fitzpatrick, a realistic Western grounded 
in historical fact, to challenge in intensity and adventure any make-believe frontier story. 
The rugged heroism of this man emerges in a low pitched account of his amazing career. From | 
trail blazer in the Rockies for the purpose of trapping and trading furs, to Fremont's guide @ 
on his expedition across the Sierras, to missionaries' guide along the Oregon trail, and 
later Army guide during the Mexican War, his adventures, and narrow escapes from death 
enliven a dramatic period of history. His manly heroism will have specific appeal for a 
masculine audience. (3/? LC:61-6369) 


Wilkie, Katharine E. Messner 
THE MAN WHO WOULDN'T GIVE UP $2.95 


The man who wouldn't give up was Henry Clay. In this biography, historical 
events are fictionalized to some extent through conversation and scenes. Much insight is 
furnished into the stormy political era in which Clay lived. As a young boy, he believed 
firmly in Jeffersonian principles. He entered politics via law and was elected to the 
Kentucky State Legislature. His defense of Aaron Burr spread his fame as an orator, and 
eventually he was elected to Congress. As Speaker of the House he took strong stands on 
many issues some concerning slavery, the Embargo Acts and the Warhawks. As emissary to 
Europe, he was responsible for the signing of the Treaty of Ghent. The author traces the 
background of the Missouri Compromise and Clay's opposition to Daniel Webster and later to 
Jackson. Although his goal was the Presidency, the highest political office he ever held 
was Secretary of State. Clay emerges as an ambitious strong-willed, indomitable figure in 
a book written in an erudite if rather stiff style. (3/? LC:61-6370) 


Sutton, Ann & Myron D. Rand McNally 
STELLER OF THE NORTH $3.50 


German born, Georg Steller spent a great part of his productive if short life 
in the service of the Russian government. A uniquely gifted student, he turned from the 
clerical career to which he seemed destined and became, at an early age, a naturalist of 
extreme ability. A member of Bering's second expedition, he was the first scientist to 
see Alaska and his accounts from the scientific viewpoint, of that region prior to its 
yielding to the influences of man, remain a unique contribution. His death at thirty-seven 
marked the end of one of the most ardent and meaningful careers of the eighteenth century. 
This biography, told with enthusiasm and respect is recommended to school libraries and 
should appeal tostudents who would combine fact with adventure. Illustrated by Leonard 
Everett Fisher. (3/1. LC:61-6846) -_ eaeehemees ee eee 
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Hobley, L. F. Roy 
EXPLORING THE PACIFIC $3.25 
@ The vastness of the Pacific Ocean with its many islands and strange peoples 


has attracted adventurous explorers since Balboa's discovery in 1513. Now, without a 
scent of salt in the air, the reader may re-explore this area and become acquainted 
with its climate, structure, ocean currents, plants and animals and island natives, 
as the author trades its history down to the present day. Spanish, Dutch and English 
explorations, the voyages of Magellan, Drake, and Cook, the effect of Western trade 
on the islands, annexation, and events in the Pacific during the two world wars, all 
of these are among the aspects covered. The information here is concise and know- 
ledgeable and illustrated with diagrams, maps and drawings. (2/6. LC: 60-14860) 


Sellman, R. R. Roy 
ELIZABETHAN SEAMEN $3.25 


During the reign of Queen Elizabeth, the need for world trade markets and 
the threatening power of Spain gave impetus to the development of the British Navy, 
and it was during these Elizabethan years that England's seafaring reputation was 
established. With astute scholarship, the author presents a cognizant picture of 
those times as Elizabethan seamen sail through known and unknown waters, in turn 
victorious and vanquished. The voyages of John Hawkins, Raleigh, Drake, the search 
for new passages to Asia and India, the saga of the Spanish Armada, descriptions of 
war ships, merchant ships and early navigation procedures provide the seafaring or 
history minded reader with excellent information in a straightforward factual style. 
Dramatic drawings, interesting diagrams, charts and maps round out the picture. 


(2/6. LC: 60-14861) 


Daugherty, Charles Michael Viking 
© SEARCHERS OF THE SEA $3 .50 


This is a straight factual synopsis of the important innovations in the field 
of oceanography from the time of the ancient mariners to the present day. The contri- 
butions of sailors, scientists, buccaneers and even landlubbers are traced down through 

history. The Portuguese, considered the first students of navigation, Magellan's 
amazing voyage, Captain Cook's expedition with his scientific crew and Benjamin Frank- 
lin's studies of the Gulf Stream bring us to modern history. Lieutenant Maury's con- 
ception of the sea log and his subsequent recording of winds and currents, Edward 
Forbes' discoveries of the inhabitants of the sea, Nansen's three year expedition of 
the Arctic and Piccard's exploratory undersea vessels designed to reveal the mysteries 
of the ocean floor are among other inclusions. The student of the sea may find a 
challenge in the concluding series of unanswered questions but will definitely find 
informative material in this survey. aa San 61-7703) 
4 é 
Newton, Douglas-"d. Watts 
DISASTER, DISASTER, DISASTER $2.95 | 


Ancther of the 'riple “itle series, here the 13 to 15 year old reader is led 
from disaster to disaster to disaster, beginning with the 1871 Chicago fire, and ending 
with the 1957 Grand Canyon airplane collision. This collection of newspaper accounts, 
many of them written by eye-witness reporters, include the Johnstown (Pennsylvania) 
flood and fire which killed thousands, the Galveston (fexas) hurricane and flood, the 
Iroquois Theatre fire, as told by Eddie Foy who escaped it, the General Slocum excur- 

| sion boat fire on the East River, the Monangah, West Virginia, mine explosion, Lawrence 
: | @ Beesbey's account of the Titanic tragedy, and many more catastrophies. Concluding 
' notes indicate corrective legislation adopted as a result of each disaster. Filled 
with vivid descriptions cf death and destruction, be the cause, fire, flood or wreck, 
| each account takes on a quality similar to the one preceding it. Blood-curdling re- 
ports of havoc, horror and debasement may have « place in literature, but can only be 
| of dubious value in such concentrated widespread form. Ghoulish realism, but not here 
recommended. (3/2? LC: 61-6079) 
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Tracy, Don Lippincott 
NO TRESPASSING $3.95 


The time is 1922, the town is North Breton, Connecticut, the boy is 16 year old 6 : 
Whitey Tuttle. When Whitey, silently in love with wealthy Josh Walker's daughter, gets 4 
chance to date her, to be a part of her crowd, to contrast their wealth with the simplicity 
of his own home, he almost loses his sense of values. But further events bring Whitey to a 


new evaluation. F. R. p. 27. (3/2. LC:61-5996) 
Godden, Rumer Viking 


CHINA COURT by 5 pS 


The Hours of a Country House 


This story weaves the rich tapestry of a place and a family, back and forth for 
five generations, until at the close the pattern is complete. Set in a strange medieval 
frame, the characters are numerous, though two stand out. Old Mrs. Quin, the unwanted 
waif to whom China Court was a dream world,and her granddaughter Tracy who returns from 
America to fill in the final piece of the pattern. A story that embraces much of England's 
social history. F. R. p. 1037. (3/? LC:61-5722) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Harding, Bertita Bobbs-Merrill 
CONCERTO: $5.00 
The Glowing Story of Clara Schumann 


Budding musicians will be much interested in this romantic story of the problems 
of two young lovers against a disapproving father. There is a good deal of sound musical 
information as Clara Wieck is meticulously disciplined and trained for a concert career, 
but the love story which ultimately resulted in the marriage of the two young musicians ® 
will be the chief attraction for younger readers of this fresh and authentic musical | 
biography. F. R. 39. (2/14. LC:61-7896) | 


Dutton 


Richardson, Anthony 
ONE MAN AND HIS DOG $4.00 


A straight story of a two way loyalty between a man, Jan Bozdech and the Alsatian 
puppy he found when flying in the French Air Force in 1940. The puppy acquires legendary 
status as he travels with the man through fighting missions during the war and through post 
war dangers to a life of safety in England. Photographs. F. R. p. 41. (2/20. LC:61-6000) 


Smith, Talbot Macmillan 
LAWYER $3.50 


As part of Macmillan's Career series, Lawyer, written by a member of the profession 
explains the sources of the law, its practice, and training necessary. Specialization open 
to young lawyers and the reputation of the profession are also considered. Straightforward 
a than Professor Millett's book in this series. F. R. p- 1064. (2/27. 
LC:61-6165 


Fortune Magazine, Fds. of Prentice Hall 
: GREAT AMERICAN SCIENTISTS $3.50 cloth $1.95 paper 


Current overall concerns of scientists today in the fields of physics, chemistry, 
astronomy and biology with brief portraits of the most eminent contributors are outlined & ‘| 
here in language the layman can understand. A timely and worthwhile synopsis. F.R. p. 37. 
(1/30. LC:61-6215) 
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MUST BOOK 
March 17 
Stone, Irving Doubleday 
THE AGONY AND THE ECSTASY $5 .95 


* This is Stone's finest novel and the just announced selection as April B-O-M, 
will give it added impetus. Even without that, the subject matter- Michelangelo and 
the burgeoning period which gave him life- and Stone's proven ability to convey the ex- 
citement and passion of genius (as in Lust for Life) would guarantee an immense and 
eager audience. It's an enormous book, in scope, in historical background, in depth 
perception and characterization. Charles H. Morgan's The Life of Michelangelo (Viking- 
Reynal) never quite came to grips with the man. He remained much less fully realized 
than his tremendous body of work (see report-1960- p. 319). Sidney Alexander's novel, 
Michelangelo, the Florentine (Random House- see report 1957, p. 656), while absorbing 
and fascinating reading, never gave one a sense of the whole man. De Tolnay's defini- 
tive six volume Michelangelo (Princeton University Press) is beyond the pocketbook of 
the general reader, but Stone's book may well provide the opening wedge to further 
study. It is an extraordinary achievement, both in bringing the greatest period of 
the Renaissance in Italy into vivid personal being, and in clarifying the complex 
political situation, the interplay of personalities in Florence and in Rome as Savon- 

r arola injected a spirit of fear and fanaticism, as the Medicis and the Borgias battled 
for papal control in Rome, as extravagance was followed by penury and back again. 
Against this surging, many threaded setting, Michelangelo emerges, with his strange 
and difficult personality, his courage and independence, his lifelong slavery to his 
demanding family, and his complete identification with his own many-sided genius. 
Sculpture was his goal, his god, his driving force, but,faced with necessity, he 
proved himself equally gifted in the incredible achievement of the Sistine Chapel 
ceiling, the architectural triumph of St. Peter's, and even as an engineer. Irving 
Stone writes out of intimate personal acquaintance with the marble quarries, the studios 
of sculptors - and one finds almost exhausting identification with Michelangelo's tor- 
tuous performance. It's an immensely long novel - but fully rewarding on every count. 
(LC: 61-6520) 


An Inauspictous Start for the New Year 


One 1s tempted once again to list the low level novels which seem to be in such abun- 
dance tn this. group. But the reports speak for themselves. Seeking the exception, 
one comes up with a dark horse of rare charm in THE GOLDEN WEATHER by Louts ), Rubin 
(Atheneum); with a deceptively simple rural study, THE DOVE TREE by L.). Clark 
(Doubleday); and with Muriel Spark's bit of caviar- THE BACHELORS (Lippincott). See 
section following for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 
February 15 


Tanizaki, Janichiro Knopf 
THE KEY $3 .50 


The diaries of a man, 55, and his wife who is ten years younger, far more de- 
sirable physically and "abnormally vigorous in bed", chart the disintegration of their 
marriage and reduce the nature of their relationship to the alternating currents of 
lust and loathing which the formal obeisance to domestic "duty" has concealed through 
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the years. By no means unaroused, but rather exhausted, by her, he relies on special 
stimuli (his jealousy of their friend of the family- Kimura; nude pictures, etc.) to keep 
him in a constant state of excitation. She replaces the fantasy of Kimura with the actu- 
ality, and while meeting Kimura in afternoon rendezvous (encouraged by their daughter), 
returns to her husband at night, permitting the sexual excesses which bring on his first 
stroke, and finally a second, fatal attack. Only after his death does she recognize the 
deception, and self-deception, which has completed his destruction, and she begins to 
question her daughter's participation in it as the young girl plans to wed Kimura... 
Tanizaki (Some Prefer Vettles; "ie Makioka Sisters; etc.) is a leading Japanese novelist 
and this book (the basis for a prize film- Odd Obsession) brings a chilling precision to 
an intimate domestic dossier. It is not for queasy sensibilities. (LC: 60-53232) (Q) 


February 24 


Youd, Samuel Simon & Schuster 
MESSAGES OF LOVE $4.95 


This is Youd's second novel under his own name on the S & S list, and shows a 
maturing quality that is heartening. Where the earlier book- Giant's 4rrow- posed spec- 
ific issues and used an industrial background, yet failed to blend the aspects of the 
characters and plot, Yessages of Love makes considerable advance in this direction. Again 
there is a conflict between the cotton industry background of Manchester and its area in 
England and the unrealistic upbringing of two sisters, accustomed to leisure and luxury 
in Switzerland, but the real trouble is deeper. Both sisters are in love with the same man; 
he, in turn, is of first importance to his associate and friend, John, who marries Kathar- 
ine, not knowing she will never love anyone but Lionel. And then a further conflict de- 
velops as Katharine has the children Victoria would like to have given Lionel - and Kathar- 
ine and John split over their youngest - twins born badly crippled. Many threads to a @ 
complex psychological novel, which extends to a second generation - but the interest and 
conviction is sustained at a reasonably high level throughout. (LC: 61-7004) 


February 27 


McDowell, Robert Emmet Crown 
TIDEWATER SPRIG $3.95 


Todd Medford is a gentleman from Virginia and, because of debts and disinheri- 
tance, is a willing party to a plot to set up a feudal empire, in the company of Spain, 
in the unopened Kentucky country. Unknowingly he helps Betty, Clyde Warton's young wife, 
escape, finds her relatives in Pennsylvania territory, and joins with them in a river trip 
to Kentucky, in which he loses the boat he has bought and his chance for a fortune. Helped 
by a hunter, he makes the salt licks, learns to his amazement that he is out of favor for 
his arrogant greenness and loathsome superiority. With a lowly job in the salt-making, he 
gambles for greater fortunes, works up a new salt area of his own and is beset by Warton's 
pursuit which has a sharper edge when Betty goes back to him. After an attack on his new 
operation, it is because he has won the respect of the colonists that he is able to rout 
Warton and his hired "Indian" raiders and keep a firm hold on the future he is to have with 
Betty. A new background for a post-Revolutionary tale, this is busy with action, romance, 
sex and a share of double-crossing. 


February 28 


Chidsey, Donald Barr Crown 
THE WICKEDEST PILGRIM $3 .95 


An original approach to the Plymouth colony story begins with the boarding at 
night of a very drunken privateer in the harbor at Plymouth, England, and his belated 
discovery next day that the ship was at sea- and that it was the Mayflower, not his own 
vessel. But that was not the only shock he faced. He had never encountered people such 
as the passengers on board - nor had he ever dreamed of going to the New World. The story 
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of the voyage- of Sal's gradual change from a hard-bitten pirate to an acquiescent 
member of the colony - of the initial and abortive landing on the Cape and the subse- 
quent settling in at Plymouth - and of how Sal almost became a permanent and respectable 
settler and married man adds up to an ingenious way of telling the grim tale of the 
earliest colony in New England. That Sal was ordered back to England makes a conven- 
ient way out of the historical facts and records. Not great historical literature but 
good entertainment. (LC: 60-15400) 



































March 6 


Caldwell, Erskine Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
JENNY BY NATURE $3.95 


Jenny Royster's nature is as generous as her shape, and while now- middle- 
aged, "respectably retired" with only her jockey boy Veasey Goodwillie (and occasion- 
ally- Judge Rainey- to spend the night) she still affronts certain people in the town 
of Sallisaw. Minding her morals, while eyeing her property, are the congregation of 
the Rugged Cross Church next door and its Preacher Clough. They also run vigilant 
interference in the affairs of Jenny's roomer, young Betty Woodruff, who when jilted- 
frequents the Pleasant Hours Motel. When Betty leaves town, Jenny takes in another 
girl, Lawana, refuses to get rid of her even when she learns she's mulatto- not 
"Indian", and an angry citizenry burns her house to the ground- Lawana with it. But 
Jenny is not left homeless- the Judge steps in, offers her his home and marriage as 
well, and in return asks for her courage in helping to prosecute the incident.... 
Like Jenny, an inelegant sufficiency of low comedy and high spirits. (LC:61-8406) (Q) 


March 15 


Savory, Teo Braziller 
THE SINGLE SECRET $4 .00 


The Landscape of Dreams (1960) was a first novel that had a nice reception; 
this second novel makes use of present to past in the slow, patient unravelling of 
Laura Tatspaugh Cayuno's history after she is brought to the Rockledge State Asylum 
for the Insane. The sympathetic attention of Belgian-born Dr. Munch, against the 
criticisms of his fellow doctors, brings back her recall. Her childhood and Lavinia, 
the sister who is mentioned by no one connected with Laura, the clashes between her 
parents and her mother's refusal to marry old Dominic Cheiuno (Cayuno) to retain the 
Brandon property, Billie Pierce whose love for Lavinia sent Laura into a loveless mar- 
riage with Tom Cayuno, her father's death, Lavinia's suicide, the accident that caused 
Tom's death and brought Laura to the Asylum, - these are the revelations that Munch, 
who, in turn, is recalling his own life, evokes - unwillingly at first, later help- 
fully. Munch's work with Laura brings him an offer to carry his theories further and 
Laura, at peace with herself and her disturbed memories, has a new haven to head for. 
The ingrained characteristics of the "granite" New Englander offering a challenge for 
analysis and the vision of a doctor prepared to defend his beliefs here mirror a 
snakepit of warmer intent, for a waiting feminine audience. (LC: 61-6576) 


Pretorius, Hertha 3/4 1 Appleton-Century-Crofts 
TALLIEN'S CHILDREN $4.50 

On a superficial level, this is a straightforward novel of the New South, 
where gentlemen seek moderation in race relations and ladies do not always preserve 
their honor until marriage. But more importantly, it is the story of the struggle of 
a man to identify and act on his own values, not the values of his father. Henry 
Tallien, representative of an old French New Orleans family, has six children, three 
sons and three daughters. He has brought them up by the code of the old south, in 
which maidenly honor and a feudalistic paternalism toward the Negro play a strong part. 
For all his children, this code has proved inadequate; but it is his youngest son, 
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Jean, who is the hero of this book. Jean has left home and come North: he writes 

articles in favor of integration for a New York newspaper and is having a love affair 

with Sally, a girl from Indiana. But his father's ideals are still part of his own 

emotions. He cannot live his life freely and happily, and he cannot bring himself to 6 
marry Sally because she consented to have an affair with him. Through his concern over 

two of his sisters-- Honorine, who is tragically widowed, and Persis, a college student 

who falis in love witha hate-mongering racist--he is able to act at last, and also to 

resclve his own dilemma. The characters are sympathetically drawn, the plotting is in- 

tegrated and believable, and the honesty of this book will make it interesting to Southern 

and Northern audiences alike. 


March 15 


MacInnes, Colin Dutton 
MR. LOVE AND JUSTICE $3.50 


Ted Justice and Frankie Love both start new careers at the same time-- Ted as 
a plainclothesman on the London vice squad; Frankie as a pimp. Their lives assume certain 
parallels. Ted and his girl can't get married, so they housekeep together; Frankie's lady 
leaves the streets to become a call girl and they rent a flat in the same housing project 
as Ted. The four formally meet in an atmosphere of mutual distrust over a snuffbox suppo- 
sedly stolen by Frankie's girl from a distinctly U brothel. Frankie acts honestly, Ted 
doesn't. When they are both betrayed by colleagues, they learn to respect and even like 
each other. They later become firm friends- although Ted doesn't believe in the law as 
Frankie does, and Frankie doesn't share Ted's belief in the importance of love. Further, 
the pimp now plans to become a private detective, while the policeman plans to set his 
girl up in a dressmaking shop which could well become a place of assignation. Perhaps the 
lesson to be learned is that parallel lives do indeed meet. In spite of the author's 
annoying plot manipulations and procrustean efforts to make a sort of morality play from @ 
his material, the book gives an interesting, calm and cool picture of the details of a 
copper and a ponce's mind, modus vivendi and milieu. (LC:61-8187) (Q) 


Rhodin, Eric Harper 
THE SCAR $3 . 50 


An earnest first novel records a few episodes which take place in a small New 
England town where a strike in a steel foundry immobilizes the economic facts of life for 
some five hundred workers, while setting off unpleasant to tragic incidents. Seth Gormley, 
who had devoted himself to working and caring for his epileptic younger brother Mike, 
"marked" as well with the body of a twelve year old child, worries that he may have to send 
him away to the state asylum, kills him, and then loses his mind. Shorty, the superintendent, 
blows his stack during a union-management negotiation, incurs the hatred of the men, and 
gives up his job. Pete takes his place, sends his wife and children away, and gives in to 
the temptation of a local nymph- Nancy; Linus Marble, always a spectator on the fringe of 
other men's lives, gains the courage to attempt one of his own; etc., etc. Simple people, 
in the grip of basic needs, from survival to sex, this may well be true to life (Rhodin 
was a steelworker) but it's still a long way from literature. (LC:61-6466) 


Monsey, Derek Knopf 
THE HERO $3.50 


For eight months since his escape from an Italian prisoner of war camp, the 
young English lieutenant has been hiding in the hills near Monte Cassino dependent on the 
frightened, avaricious local peasantry for food, shelter and security. In addition to | @ 
the dangers inherent in his situation, he is tormented by his own doubts and in particular we 
his fears about crossing a minefield--the only way to rejoin the British Army, a course of 
action which in spite of ingenious rationalization he recognizes to be his duty as a 
soldier. Sickness, terror, hunger, and self-loathing are his lot, relieved only by his 
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love for an Italian girl who at first betrays and then rescues him. The allied 
invasion saves his quite worthless life and kills the girl. At the novel's end the 
lieutenant grimly looks forward to the welcome he will receive at home--a hero's 
welcome for a poor soldier and a poorer man. The unsparing light thrown on the 
hero's feelings and failings serve very well to point up his character and also, 
unfortunately, to make him so unsympathetic that the reader tires of him early in 
the book. A novel devoted in great part to the soul searching of a man who has 
little depth of mind and heart does not make rewarding reading. 


March 15 


Trevor, Elleston Morrow 
THE BILLBOARD MADONNA $3.95 


America this time for Trevor and Madison Avenue at that - and the cross 
purposes of two advertising campaigns (one for a new car and all its possibilities, 
the other for safety in driving) that set an agency at odds. Young Curtis Miller 
knows he is the hit-and-run driver who has killed Grace Random and is the dedicated 
worker on a "Drive with Grace" billboard project, while the agency must accommodate 
to the desires of the automobile company and push the new Century as the fastest 
car ever. Curtis' necrophiliac guilt draws him to the Random family, to pursue 
Grace's sister and to argue for the safety drive against the demands of the car 
company. The head of the agency on a tightrope throws in his weight when his 
daughter is in a car crash - and his holdout against threats resolves the issues 
against Curtis' incipient hysteria and the dissolution of the firm. Here, with the 
"pan shots" of the office itself, are the individuals - who will, or will not, hold 
to a course of action; here, too, is a catalyst with an obsession that results in a 
showdown. An attention-getter, this with its avenue-ease is a polaroid of publicity 
practices. (LC:61-7065) , 


March 1 


Spark, Muriel Lippincott 
THE BACHELORS $3 95 


Memento Mori and The B3allad of Peckham Rye have shown the qualities of this 
author's approach to the absurdities of the world today and here, again in figures 
larger than life, are the London bachelors who live on the fringe of the lives of 
others. With Patrick Seton's forgery of a letter, he arouses those who believe in 
his gifts as a medium, he continues his plot to kill Alice who is pregnant, he in- 
volves the graphologist, epileptic Ronald, and others within the interwoven brother- 
hood of the bachelors. There is Martin who prosecutes him, Matthew who is in love 
with Alice, Prett the art critic, Father Socket and his homosexual friend, a bogus 
medium, and those of the spiritualist group who divide into enemies and champions. 
Ronald, with his seizures, is the touchstone in the varying areas of the bachelors' 
philosophies - their lack of faith, their excuses for their state, their attituce 
to others and their normal ways. This can be read with many minds - for its sardonic 
humor, for its underlying study of the soul, for its exposure of trivialities - and 
always for its original intelligence. Caviar. (LC :61-6333 ) 


Jahnn, Hans Henry Scribner 
THE SHIP $3 95 


A ghostly, symbolic-mystery novel, he Ship is the work of a well-known 

German Expressionist. Though it belongs to an experimental school of literature, it 
is also, however, a highly polished and striking work of art. The ostensible story 
takes place on a peculiarly built ship, which carries an unknown cargo, and is 
sailing for an unknown destination. On board, are a last-minute, nervously-suspicious 
crew; the supercargo - microphones and other instruments hidden about the ship; the 
Captain's beautiful daughter, Ellena, and her fiance, Gustave...and, possibly, 
concealed in a secret hold, the ship's owner. A sense of foreboding reaches a crisis 
when, midway in the voyage, Ellena disappears. Wild rumors spring up among the seamen: 


















72. Fiction January 15, 1961 


that the ship carries coffins, or a brothel, or the mad carpenter's mother; and Gustave, 
prowling in the eery blackness of the hold, finds a cargo of, indeed, coffin-shaped 
crates, and two secret passages. The fear-maddened crew mutiny, and in attempting to 
hew open one of the secret chambers, sink the ship. She goes down, carrying all her un- 
solved mysteries, and revealing a hither-to-unseen figurehead. The mystery and terror 
is sustained by a marvelously intricate, arresting prose; and by working the symbolism 
(presumably, the Ship of Life, haunted by the twin mysteries of sex and death) into 
startling, highly visual scenes of panic amid a nightmare architecture. Intellectually 
interesting; but also as emotionally compelling as a murky, terrifying ghost story. (LC: 
61-7202 ) 

March 17 


Allen, Gina Chilton 
THE FORBIDDEN MAN $4.95 


An earnest, angry and often moving novel about integration in the Spanish-White- 
Negro town in the southwest, Guadalupe. Eli Alexander is a Negro teacher, dedicated and 
(convincingly) an excellent teacher. When the Negro school where he has taught is inte- 
grated into the local white high school, Eli fights legally to be allowed to go on teaching 
there. He wins - in the court; thereafter it is a personal battle, with his pupils, with 
himself, and with Laney Danberry. Danberry, head of the school board, is married to a 
Spanish woman, but resents the mixture of blood in their children, especially in blond, 
beautiful, semi-delinquent Juana. He organizes a mob to keep Eli from entering the school. 
When Eli's white friends help him break through, Laney sees that he gets no classes. Later, 
he is assigned to the mixed-blood, juvenile delinquents, with whom Juana (unknown to her 
father) has allied herself. Eli narrowly escapes a knifing by Juana's boy friend, but man- 
ages to teach her, along with the class, something of what he has to give. Danberry, however, 
turns other Negroes against Eli. Juana is accidentally killed. There is a touch too much 
melodrama and too many side-plots in this story, but the author has right, knowledge and 
indignation on her side, and the central scenes, of a Negro teacher at bay among the dis- 
turbed adolescents from an even more disjointed background, are frequently stirring. (LC: 
61-7022 ) 


Poirier, Richard-£d. Doubleday 
PRIZE STORIES 1961 $3.95 


The 0. Henry awards for the year emphasize the achievement of style and accordingly 
indicate a type of selection that keeps the inclusions within a definite area. The first 
prize, Tillie Olsen's fell Me a Riddle (fron New World Writing), is a long, close look at 
an old woman's dying; the second, Ivan Gold's The Nickel Misery of George Washington Carver 
3rown (Esquire), reviews the stupid martyrdom and death of a colored soldier; the third, 
Reynolds Price's One Sunday in Late July (Encounter) has Faulkner tones for a girl's devo- 
tion to an elusive boy. Arthur Miller is present with I Don't Need You Any More, John 
Updike with the wry Wife-Wooing, Peter Taylor with Heads of Houses and there are others by 
Jackson Burgess, Ellen Currie, Jessie Hill Ford, Ervin Krause, Jack Ludwig and David Shaber. 
There may be a feeling among the readers that they too have to conform to the critics' 
standards for while there is much to admire there is little to take to the heart. 


March 20 


Rubin, Louis D., Jr. Atheneum 
THE GOLDEN WEATHER $5.00 


* This is a curiously beautiful, soft-key novel about a boyhood summer in Charles- 
ton, S. C., in the 1930's. Omar Kohn, the boy, belongs to one of the "fine old Jewish 
families"; his father is a famous local rose-grower. While the town waits, for the 
September Fort Sumter Day celebration, Omar and his best friend, Billy Cartwright, build a 
boat and listen to a Civil War Major's tales of the War. Omar, a budding poet, also meets 
a local minor poet- and falls in love with Billy's Northern cousin, Helen. The three 
children trail about through the heat among meticulously, lovingly detailed, already nos- 
talgic scenes of small shops, streetcars, Negro domestics, fruit boats, local grown-up 
characters. But time, and weather alters many of the themes in Omar's life. The minor 
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poet is finally seen as minor; Omar himself is changed by Helen; the Major becomes 
senile; and a hurricane lashes the town, destroying his father's roses. The boy, 
solitary in his storm-rocked room, thinks for the first time of pogroms, newer 
wars, and faces a different world....A first novel that is delightful reading, and 
in its quiet way, a small masterpiece. (LC:61-6740) 


March 20 


Longstreet, Stephen Farrar, Straus & Cudahy / 
GETTYSBURG $4.50 


A versatile writer is Stephen Longstreet - but somehow, with his name it 
might seem inevitable that he would come around to the story of Gettysburg sooner 
or later. He has done an extraordinarily kaleidoscopic portrait of the invasion that - 
went wrong for Lee, the battle that became a victory which Meade failed to follow 
through. There is no effort to make of it a study of strategy and tactics, the hows 
and whys of this turning point in history. Rather is it the story of Gettysburg told 
in terms of the officers, the non-coms, the men in the ranks, the citizens of the 
town, the women caught up in the fragmentation of men's passions, the agony and frus- 
tration and hate and bitterness and resentment and confusion. Above all the confusion 
- in lack of planning, in the unexpectedness of the whole affair, the failures in 
coordination- Longstreet too slow, J.E.B. Stuart too late, Pickett too reckless, Lee 
too inflexible - and on the Union side as many in error and reluctant and unprepared. 
The story is told not with a systematic follow through of thread of plot, but in 
segments- as the battle was fought- in crossing back and forth of a pattern that only 
gradually takes form. One's interest lies more with the little people caught in the 
web- the Southern boy who tried to desert, found himself a girl, ripe for passion, 
thought he had achieved manhood and responsibility- and must go back once more; with 
the strange duel of emotions and fear between the doctor and the man whose wife he 
had stolen from him shortly before her death left them both bereaved; even with the 
mare and her first born foal. This is no Long Remember, but it does add color and 
life to a many times told bit of history. (LC:61-6991) 


Maxwell, William Knopf 
THE CHATEAU . $4.95 


An ambient, gentle and perceptive novel provides rather full particulars | 
of a trip to France in 1948 taken by Barbara and Harold Rhodes, a young couple, and 
through them suggests, questions and illuminates the anomalous position of the 
American abroad, the barriers- more than language- which lend their constraint and 
uncertainty. Well bred, inexperienced and a little unsure, the Rhodes spend two 
weeks in a chateau in Touraine as the paying guests of a Mme. Vienot and they are 
at first discouraged- particularly by the sense of isolation, alienation, even at 
times resentment, they feel. Her niece and nephew, Eugene and Alix, eventually prove 
more sympathique and they accept Eugene's invitation to share his apartment in Paris, 
but even there they are puzzled and often rebuffed by his variable behaviour. They 
have intermittent contacts with others met at the chateau, they travel- through Italy, 
return to Paris, and finally to America- with much that remains unspoken, unanswered.... 
William Maxwell, always a fastidious observer, has included much of the countryside 
as well as the character of the people, the fusion of past and near past (the imprint 
of the war) and the present, and above all the continuing fascination- and inacces- 
sibility- of France for the American abroad. As such, it should find an appreciative 
audience here particularly among those who- like the Rhodes- have a sensitive ear for 
the finer inflections of background, opinion and feeling. 


O'Grady, Rohan Macmillan 

O'HOULIHAN'S JEST 13 $3.75 
A macabre jest- indeed- as it is told at O'Houlihan's wake by his friend © 

and lieutenant, Mick, who renders tribute to O'Houlihan, the last of a race of kings, 
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the last of seven sons who had fought and died for Ireland against the British. This is 
the story of how O'Houlihan came back to avenge the last brother's death at the hands of 
"The Man", the leader of the British forces so hated by the Hunted Irish- and feared, @ 
that they will not give The Man a name. O'Houlihan too is almost a myth- leading his 
small band of men in hedgerow skirmishes against The Man, falling in love with fey Molly 
Bawn (who is not quite right in her mind). It is the murder of a little piglet (the 
piglet crying like a child) which sets off a whole series of murders and betrayals, until 
O'Houlihan, lacking the guns for a direct attack, stages his own wake to trap The Man, 
lets himself be shot- perhaps mortally, and rises, wrapped in his cerements, to waltz 
with The Man and drive him mad. This is the jest- and a myth too. And the book's 
mixture of wrath, poetry and magic, is thoroughly Irish and bitterly moving. (LC:61-5950) 


March 21 


Halberstam, David Houghton Mifflin 
THE NOBLEST ROMAN $3.95 


Angelo Bonatura, a perfectionist in all he did--fishing, turkey shooting, 
politicking, murder and bootlegging--was understandably put out when his sheriff, the 
incumbent Big Turk, lost the election to young McCalla, the candidate of the "dry" element 
in the county. McCalla, whose father the police chief had once long ago prevented 
Angelo from practising his legitimate trade as a barber, proved hard to kill. But there 
were other ways of removing an honest sheriff and Angelo found a simple but foolproof 
method in the person of a young woman who wanted lots of money very badly. McCalla rose 
eagerly to the bait and Angelo looked forward again to being the county's best and only 
bootlegger. However, McCalla, not a very strong-willed young man, took what is sometimes 
called the coward's way out, and in his defeat prepared, as Angelo well recognized, for 
his own downfall. A well-plotted and well-constructed novel that is despite its many 
elements of strong action, basically a novel of character....and a good one within its  ) 
self-imposed limitations. (LC:61-5369) 


March 22 4 | f 


Titus, Barry Knopf 
MASKS $3.75 


A private prose-nightmare, which too often conceals what is actually a striking 
if bizarre story. Emil Vallon, a young Frenchman in the mid 19th century, comes to the 
Society Islands to collect primitive sculptures for the art dealers who employ him. Osten- 
sibly, he hopes to create a fad for these sculptures, which are weirdly and marvelously 
described abstracts of Marquesan gods. Actually, Vallon is a decadent, sensual young man- 
of-many-affairs, searching for a role in life. Fragments of his "journal" are interspersed 
with the reactions to his case (mostly negative) by the French colony. Vallon has a bored 
affair with Mlle. Tinois; several brushes with tired French colonial intellectuals. Then, 
after various ordeals, he marries a Marquesan woman, and tries to go native. But in a re- 
volution between Marquesans and French he attempts to remain neutral, without responsibili- 
ties. Finally, the Marquesans force his life role upon him. Their "Maku", a man chosen to 
represent the god of darkness because he has killed wantonly, and who must thereafter kill 
everyone he meets, has died. Vallon, in a fit of jealousy and boredom, kills his wife. And 
the book ends as the Marquesans hand Vallon his new role...the black costume of the Maku... 
This queer but powerful story is told in such compressed, odd and far-fetched images that 
it exasperates the reader. Cause and effect, ideas, are telescoped into impressions as 
interior and disturbing as those of an inarticulate, bad dream. It almost seems as though ‘® 
the author communicates unwillingly, and certainly for a very special audience. : 


iain ~ © 


ER OR aD 


FR ARI ABBE IT * - a 





NE ORR TT ET EOI RT EEO AE NE EE OR RTE 7 


NO ea = SR » paren 


SoG 


i 
; 
| 










January 15, 1961 Fiction -75- 


March 22 


Burton, Carl D. Morrow 
THE LONG GOODNIGHT $4.50 


A small biopsy of an Anatomy of Murder pursues its aftermath of rape and 
murder in a small Kentucky town, and along with the reminiscent underpants- there's a 
carnival paper cap which figures in the answer to the killing of pretty, seventeen year 
old Luana Marret. Schoolteacher Holland Marret, her uncle, who had left town before 
she was born, returns there to ask the questions- along with Deputy Sheriff Jim Morely. 
A Negro is arrested- but released when the blood types (the girl's body; his clothes) 
do not match. And the present inquiry revives certain half forgotten episodes in 
Holland's past, his first affair with the girl who had married his brother, his attrac- 
tion to Sydney, now divorced and still available. It is Holland who suspects that the 
rape- and the murder- need not be affiliated, and his unsuspected concern in the crime 
is substantiated by the knowledge that Luana was his child.... More than the weather 
is steamy--- there's lot of sex, cheap rather than seductive. (LC: 61-8022) 


, March 24 


Whitney, Phyllis A. Appleton-Century-Crofts 
BLUE FIRE $4.50 


Dirk Hohenfield, Afrikaans born and bred, is sent from South Africa to locate 
and bring back Susan van Pelt to her father. He had not fully reckoned with Susan's 
stubborn and blind devotion to the mother who had recently died - nor had he expected 
to fall in love with her and to find that the one lever in breaking her resistance. 
They marry- and go back to Susan's father, still isolated by the shadow of tragedy and 
disgrace which, somehow, seemed to involve Susan's mother, perhaps even Susan herself - 
and the smuggled diamonds, the lost Kimberly stone. It is a holding story, told against 
the setting of the vast mountains, the tensions of racial conflict, the half glimpsed 
mystery of two people to whom the diamonds meant wholly different things. It is a 
story of conflicting loyalties, of a marriage that corroded as the realities of char- 
acter came to the surface, and of a mounting climax which- melodramatic as it is- helps 
solve the seemingly insoluble. Phyllis Whitney's most mature work, written against 
an unusual setting which provides its own moments of beauty and tragedy and high drama. 
(LC: 61-6489) 


Clark, L.D. Doubleday 
THE DOVE TREE $4.50 


Slow, quiet, simply-told but absorbing, this is the story of a few crucial 
months in the inner life of a middle-aged farmer. Haley Blair lives on a Southern farm, 
inherited from his grandfather. Rumors of gold buried on the land have over the years 
brought treasure seekers to plague Haley. Otherwise, he lives a solitary life, except 
for his wife, son,and his brother's family on the adjoining farm. When his wife dies, 
Haley is freed; he has never loved her, but married her and retreated into farming after 
being expelled from college because of a passionate affair with a professor's wife. Now, 
in his first freedom, he plans cautiously to remarry properly a widowed school teacher. 
But he is, more or less by accident, drawn into a love affair with Terry, the sister of 
ne'er do well brothers. All his old guilts and conflicts are reawakened. Against a 
simple rural background of minor social events, plowing, etc., the story unwinds the 
complexities of a man taught, by past guilt, to fear those very complexities. Haley 
is seeking another kind of gold - love, truth; but, in the end, he slides from unbear- 
able truths into comfortable self delusion. He becomes fiercely religious; he marries 
the school teacher. When his son accidentally kills Terry; when Haley's young bull 
(a symbol of his youth) dies, Haley can contemplate these losses from a fortress of com- 
placency. Told with deceptive rambling naturalness, the story evokes both a real outer, 
small town life, and many echoes of profound, universal human dilemmas. Best- it gives 
the reader that rarest gift of fiction,- the sense of having entered wholly into an- 
other human's life and mind. (LC: 61-7640) 
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March 24 
Doubleday 
THE SHAPE OF INNOCENCE $3.95 ®@ | ) 


"The closer we approach, the more we hate and fear each other"- this is the 
premise voiced (and later substantiated) by Maxwell Birkett, headmaster of a rather vene- 
rable, dismal grammar school on an island off the south coast of England. Except perhaps | 
for Birkett, and for Zibie Acutt- a coarse, epileptic shopkeeper there, lovelessness is the 
general condition of men and women on the island who engage in moral, uncharitable censure. 
This, at the start, provokes the suicide of a young teacher- against whom homosexual alle- 
gations have been levelled; at the end, on Guy Fawkes night, - the burning of "mad Zibie's" 
house, in which she is trapped. And,in between,these islanders, with their revivalistic 
Tabernacle religion, prove not so much that "the ways of the Lord are turible" but that 
they, in their ignorance, their superstition and their cruelty have put their faith to 
strange use.... Miss Manning, an able and acute writer, is also susceptible to eccentricity | 
and exaggeration (her cast of characters alone demonstrates this: Mr. Scantling; Mrs. { 
Snudge; Mr. Morder; etc.) and her object lesson is as likely to estrange as entertain. 


Upson, William Hazlett McKay 
THE BEST OF BOTTS $3.95 


These 13 stories of Alexander Botts and his sales of Earthworm Tractors begin 
with his application for a job and his first day of work in 1920 and continue, through the 
exchange of letters and telegrams with Gilbert Henderson, his superior, to 1959. There are 
episodes all over the United States, in wartime France and New Guinea; in spite of every 
rebuff Botts demonstrates the practicability of his tractor and makes his sales. Getting a 
stolen tree returned, running his machine on schnapps, utilizing the Mobius Strip to speed 
up the transfer of wounded, learning from aptitude tests that he is especially fitted for 
selling, devising means for lessening income tax headaches, racing with one competitor and 
showing up another and complaining about the lack of cooperation given him by Henderson and @ 
the company, Botts can be counted on to snatch success from apparently disastrous results. 
Collected from earlier books, these are durable yarns of masculine, go-getting appeal. 


(LC: 61-7988) 


Manning, Rosemary 


March 27 
Gascar, Pierre Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
THE CORAL BARRIER $3 .50 


From the French, this short, flawlessly written novel is set in Italian Somaliland 
after the war and before its independence, burnt out country, "blind and brilliant in its 
austerity". There, in the small city of Mogadiscio, a small colony of officers and officials 
has chosen the alien's anonymity of exile- and the coral reef which cuts the city off from 
the sea is only one of many barriers. They are not immediately perceptible to Luigi, a young 
man, @ romantic, a liberal, who comes there, sympathizes with the natives and falls in love 
with a native girl- Jilal, who is at first physically unapproachable (the African rite- in- 
fibulation). While a nun performs the surgery which will make Jilal available to him (the 
Sister's rather foolish participation will have dangerous political repercussions), Luigi 
is at last forced to recognize the hopeless inaccessibility of this country stirring from 
passivity to hatred-- "the exile of love in chastity, of Italy in the desert".... From a 
popular point of view, this is perhaps intractable material. But Gascar's tragi-comic 
small story is heightened and strengthened by his admirable sense of atmosphere and precise, 
evocative prose. (LC:61-5742) 


Fowler, Helen M. | Macmillan 
THE REFUGEE $4.50 | 
Margaret Richard's very special quality of love envelops: not only her rather 6 
Success-minded husband, Lon, and their four children, but radiates to include her friends ®@ \ 


and the less fortunate, among them the two refugees she has sheltered in her household. 
its reciprocation, the murder of the entire family except Lon- away at work, by the 
Bulgarian handyman Stefan who goes berserk, occurs at the opening of the book here. It 
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takes place in a small Australian town where many resented these aliens- to Lon, 
Stefan was nothing but a "bloody reffo". It is the reconciliation of this wanton 
tragedy, both in human terms and within the rationale of Catholicism, which is the 
concern here if Lon is to be saved. Lon, a convert to Catholicism only because of 
his marriage, is an indifferent one at best, and now is bitter- blaming the Church 
for Margaret's generosity of spirit which precipitated her death. It is Father 
Tom, Margaret's twin brother, who first succeeds in understanding what happened, 
then is able to bring Lon to an acceptance of his loss and his own life ahead by 
making a positive, effective use of the tragedy.... The strong Catholic imprint (a 
Catholic book club selection) is by no means restrictive; Miss Fowler handles the 
sudden, seemingly senseless whim of fate with a broader conscience and compassion. 


(LC: 60-16966) 
March 27. % 


Eden, Dorothy Coward-McCann / 
SLEEP IN THE WOODS $3.95 vA 


A period romance returns to the end of the century, and the start of a new 
life in a young country, New Zealand, for Briar Johnson, illegitimately born if well 
schooled, who accompanies the husband-hunting Prudence and Sophia there as their 
servant girl. An ambitious, spirited, and anything but submissive girl, Briar goes 
to a masked ball in Sophia's gown and at the "marriage dance" attracts- not the 
proposal she seeks- but that of Saul Whitmore, first cousin to an earl, eligible and 
elusive. While first refusing, she later accepts the marriage he offers her, and 
the opportunity to be the mistress of his large estate in a lonely territory, terror- 
ized by the Maori Hauhaus (very like the Mau Maus). While not concealing her dis- 
taste for Saul- and her reluctance to be a wife to him, she does prove her courage, 
as does Saul, and eventually realizes her love for the man she has almost lost... 
The pioneer and period disguise covers some of the more conventional aspects of the 
story and the spitting and spatting romance- but it's a pleasant entertainment. 


Elstob, Peter Coward-McCann 
WARRIORS FOR THE WORKING DAY 2/4 $3.95 Y 


The soldier in World War II is the subject of this authentically realized 
portrait of a battalion in the Royal Tank Corps - and specifically of one group that 
made up a closely integrated team, intensely loyal to each other, once proved, and 
convinced that where there was to be a particularly dangerous spot- there they would 
be. One comes to know the men- the likable Donovan, who seemed indestructible but 
who almost went AWOL when he sensed himself close to the breaking point; Brook, who 
had to prove he wasn't just a "toff"- and who comes to know fear and panic; Taffy, 
an old hand, Geordie who comes from the mines, Nobby and Hogg and others. Death takes 
heavy toll - and at times the reader feels the futility of it almost too intensely. 
Little has been written about Tank Corps operation, and the part they played in the 
invasion, in France, Belgium, Holland and Germany- as the end seemed within reach- 
and one setback after another cost a terrible price. The author has tapped his own 
personal experience for many of the incidents- but has drawn his characters from 
imagination and knowledge of the calibre of the men he knew. (LC:61-6834) 


Lund, Robert John Day 
DAISHI- SAN 2% Is $95 


A first person narrative, based on the remarkable life of Will Adams, a 
seaman-adventurer in the time of Queen Elizabeth I. Adams was the son of a British 
tenant farmer and a fiercely Puritanical mother. His exotic story bears the modest 
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and reserved tones of his origins. Apprenticed as a boy to a great ship builder, he was 

nearly expelled for an early love affair, but returned and later captained a merchant 

vessel through the dangerous Mediterranean. When war finally broke out between Spain and 

England, Adams joined Drake, against the Armada, saw the break-up of the great fleet, and & 
grieved over the Queen's post-war neglect of the English sailors. His marriage with the 

lovely, impractical cousin of a rich family had also begun to sour. Leaving England 

temporarily, he began trade voyages to Constantinople, where he begot another family with | 
a Greek slave girl, Procopia. This dual life ended forever when he joined a disastrous 
Dutch merchant exploration to Japan. All ships were wrecked; 24 out of 496 men were washed 
ashore. Adams, at first threatened with death, was held prisoner. He learned the language 
and customs and taught his own knowledge to the great shogun, Iyeyasu, so successfully | 
that he was not allowed to return home with the others. He spent the rest of his life in 
Japan as Daishi-san, the teacher, Iyeyasu's friend and advisor. He saw the growing distrust 
of Europeans that finally led to Iyeyasu's son's decision to drive all foreigners from 
Japan. At fifty two, he married a Japanese girl, and had two children and great happiness, | 
before Japan's changing temper swept even Daishi-san into dishonor and death. The book, | 
supposedly written on his deathbed, is retrospective, like a rather formal diary in tone. 

But the story is superbly picaresque and colorful. (LC:61-8282) 


March 2? | 


Putnam 


Burgess, Jackson 
THE ATROCITY $3 «95 

This is Jackson Burgess' second novel (his first: Pillar of Cloud, a superior 
western) and it describes a man's encounter with the complexities of moral experience. 
Robbie Merrill is a supposed calm, detached, Southern first sergeant in an ordnance com- 
pany stationed in Italy at the end of the war. The corruption and moral rot of the company 
becomes epitomized for him by a single incident - which alters his attitudes and character. 6 
One of the town's whores, pregnant, is raped and brutally beaten by a group of soldiers 
whom she refuses to name. Except for Merrill, everyone involved, from the lax, flabby of- 
ficers to the frightened girl herself, choses to deal with the situation as one of life's 
meaningless facts - beyond coping with significantly. But Merrill forces the issue, turning 
his men against him, breaks down the girl who, unable to bear the articulated horror of her 
experience, sets fire to the harvested wheat near the ammunition dump. But even this falls 
short of the holocaust Merrill feels it should be and he retires from the scene, totally 
exhausted and finally relieved of what was always a dubious responsibility. The Atrocity 
is subtle and intellectualized but Robbie Merrill's tilting at windmills is more pathetic 
than lofty. (LC:61-5683) (Q) 


> 14% 
Haase, John > Simon & Schuster 


THE FUN COUPLE $3.75 


The fun couple are Tish and Gill Stanford: they're in their twenties and they've 
been married seven years; they live in Southern California- along with Candy, who is now 
six; they like to go surfing and skiing, spend weekends ’in motels, take wall-to-wall safaris 
in the living room, listen to hi-fi, buzz around in a sports car, spend what they make (well- 
maybe a little more), and make love. Gill works for a pharmaceutical firm- and gets a raise 
(and a boat) when he buys back vitamin samples, to give them away to the needy Amberlinis, 
and so sparks a new promotion scheme; they attend one- only- group therapy session; they 
take a jazz tour to Europe, and Gill becomes a Paris painter; they have 70 year old Dr. 
Morgendstern, retired, as nurse-sitter, and also take in another elderly refugee- Von 
Neuberger; and along with the pillow talk, there's a little beat, and Sinatra, and Mort \ 
Sahl, and- and- and.... Maybe if you don't dig this fun talk it will be kind of a drag- but * 
the publishers are billing it as a Claudia bit- of the '60's- and without the coy cuteness _ 
or sudsy seriousness, it does have a young, pert, personal appeal. 
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March 8 


Rattray, Simon Morrow-Mill 
BISHOP IN CHECK $2.95 


Hugo Bishop applies his chessboard solitaire to solve the "death in three 
moves- but which was checkmate?" that overtakes Brain, apparently an accident victim. 
But as he relates Brain's life- and death- to the two women who loved him and the man 
who resented him- he finds each guilty- in intent if not in fact.... A certain eye- 
appeal, sleek and shiny, but just as set-up as Bishop's chessboard situations. (LC: 


61-8794) 
March 13 


Gault, William Campbell Dutton 
THE HUNDRED-DOLLAR GIRL $2.95 


Joe Puma, Gault's alternate for Brock Callahan, figures in the activities, 
investigative (a murder case )and exploratory (women) when he is asked to make a spot 
check on fighter Terry Lopez by his wife, a former call girl. The murder of Lopez' 
manager suggests a fight fix, a tie-up with the underworld (California), and a variety 
of situations which somehow lead from the mat to the bed. Rough, and ready for the 
shower room. (LC:61-6008) 


March ly 2) 


Creasey, John Seribner 
THE KILLING STRIKE $2.95 


Labor-management difficulties at a big motor plant lead to an unseemly 
fistfight between young director Malcolm Munro and a young worker, but do not account 
for the agitator's death (later proved to be murder), the assaults, and sabotage to 
follow. "Handsome" West of the Yard presides and infers, correctly, that these overt 
acts camouflage less apparent tensions and intentions... One of the strongest arms in 
the business- and certainly the busiest fingers. (LC:61-7296) 


March 17 


Ballard, Todhunter Doubleday 
THE NIGHT RIDERS $2.95 


Mitch Barton escapes from prison (a rigged charge) with five men, collects 
his young son and the woman who has been caring for him, and renews his fight against 
the mining men who have dried out his valley. Recruiting other ranchers, foiling 
hired gunman Kodyke, Mitch takes his fight right into the mine and wrecks it, ends 
bc gran (and lives) of the opposition.... Standard, but by no means gunshy. (LC:6i- 
7637 


Henderson, Zenna Doubleday 
PILGRIMAGE: The Book of the People $3.50 


* From their original magazine, and frequent anthology, appearance, these 
stories of the People who made the Crossing from another world have a continuity of 
interest, and often characters, and deal largely with their settlement at Cougar 
Canyon. The People have special gifts (telepathy; levitation; etc.) but they also 
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have special problems in the world of the Outsiders--- there are Bethie and Peter, 
hybrids, who have been told that "different is dead"; Melodye, a schoolteacher, who finds @® ( 
and salvages a whole new group of disturbed, unhappy children; the Outsider who comes to | 
the Group to teach- and learns she is one of them; the intractable Francher kid- blamed | 
for everything bad; etc., etc. A warmth and sentiment here, new to the genre, should bring 
a welcome from a wider audience. (LC:61-7653) 


Hitchens, Dolores Doubleday 
FOOTSTEPS IN THE NIGHT $2.95 


A new housing development (California) except for one family- a father and his 
crippled son- opens its doors to several families- and murder- as teen-aged Pamela, a 
pretty, friendly giri, is strangled. While clubfooted Kim Dronk, to whom she'd been 
neighborly, is the most obvious suspect- there are other possibilities: a senile grand- 
father, a husband with one nymphet episode in the past, a spinster's too much younger 
lover, etc., and the youngsters involved again ensure full adult participation. Tense. 


(LC: 61-7654) 


March 20 


Coxe, George Harmon Knopf 
ERROR OF JUDGMENT $2.95 


Jack Casey, top cameraman for the fxpress (Boston) hits a runaround when a 
psychiatrist seems to have a blackmailing sideline. His pictures, along with the location 
of hidden mikes, the killing of a vengeful husband, and the appeals of a wealthy wife, 
take Casey and his camera into a whirling roughhouse, threats and a voluntary handover to 6 
the police. Crime cum heart here. (LC:60-16702) 


March 23 


Westlake, Donald Random House 
KILLING TIME $2.95 


Tim Smith, confidential investigator for Winston City in upstate New York, is 
the bull's eye when he turns down the "Citizens for Clean Government” out to reform small 
towns. Admitting the fact that the town is not too upright, he is faced with several 
killings, fights the city fathers, evades death himself, and is the cause of a lethal 
community warfare. Embattled politics and fast stepping here. (LC:61-6245) 


March 27 


Appell, George C. | Macmillan 
POSSE $2.95 


Three men, pointlessly killing a girl's dog, are discovered to have robbed the 
bank at Broadman's Bend, Arizona, and become the target for a scratch posse. A miner, 
the girl's brother, the old marshal, the banker's weakling son, and the yellow skinned 
laundry man endure three nights of search, see a new turn to the story, watch the weakling 
evince a kind of courage, save a hostage--and are changed. Human. (LC:61-6581) 
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MUST B00KS 

February 17 
Moore, Ruth Knopf 
THE COIL OF LIFE $5.95 


* A marvelously compact and complete report on the men, experiments and dis- 
coveries which, in less than 200 years, have led science from the simple chemistry 
and anatomy of life to its most basic, internal secrets. The book begins with Lavoisier's 
early experiments, which showed that life too- is chemical- and can be analyzed. It 
moves on through the discoveries of new forms (cells, unicellular life) and new methods 
(such as mathematics, which Mendel applied to his painstakingly accumulated material on 
heredity) and new equipment (Leeuwenhoek's lenses). Through chapters each devoted to 
certain men, and their discoveries, the book conveys science's extension, followed by 
increasing specialization and concentration on the secrets of the cell itself. It ends 
with chapters on the discovery of DNA, the basic controller of life, and its role in 
heredity, protein synthesis and intercellular biology.... The author is a science writer 
for newspapers- and this book is an excellent job- well paced and well conceived. Much 
of the later information is, however, by its nature, complicated and although the book 
is cool, concise and exciting, it needs readers with some scientific background. 


February 24 
Overstreet, Harry & Bonaro Norton 
THE WAR CALLED PEACE $3.95 


* This is the book the Overstreets must have felt compelled to write when 
they recognized again how many were blind to the warnings raised in their last book, 
What We Must Know About Communism. For here, in this new book, some of the dangers 
have raised. their heads. Once again they clarify and simplify an understanding of a 
political philosophy that confuses, threatens, frightens and propagandizes the unaware. 
Every type of reader from the hard-boiled anti-communist to the over-optimistic liber- 
al can learn something of the true and false face of Communism and its leaders. Those 
with faith in the human individual and the freedom of the people must know all that 
is possible about Communism. They cannot risk being half-informed. We must learn to 
distinguish between a political philosophy that can bandy familiar words and yet fail 
to apply to those words the meanings we apply to them. They can be ruthlessly impatient 
when they fail to get what they want on their own terms - witness Khrushchev at the 
U.N., the Congo, Hungary, East Berlin. This is an opportune book as a new administra- 
tion comes to the fore - a warning note to those who cry peace at any price, rebel 
against cost of armament, think that cultural exchange may provide the salve. Here is 
the armor and the testament for those who believe in the inviolate right of the indi- 
vidual, of dissent, of the search for truth, of freedom of religion, the press, asso- 
ciation, of respect for the role of the loyal opposition, the sovereignty of the people. 
An immense amount of examination of primary sources has gone into this. The facts and 
the theories are substantially documented. An essential book. (LC: 61-5612 ) 


Unfamiliar Names With Books Worth Watching 


Two books with medical and psychiatric backgrounds have real popular appeal: Sigmund 
Willens' MY FRIENDS THE DOCTORS (Atheneum) and Hyman Spotnitz' THE COUCH AND THE 
CIRCLE (Knopf). There's a good theatrical biography in a A VICTORIAN IN OR3IT by 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke & James Brough (Doubleday). 4 history entitled THE HEROIC AGE 
OF AMERICAN INVENTION by L. Sprague de Camp (Doubleday) has fascinating material for 
all ages. A warm human story against an Alaskan background in DOCTOR "HAP" by Clara 
Heintz Burke & Adele Comandini (Coward-McCann). And finally, a distinguished bi- 
ography of WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR by George Slocombe (Putnam). Reports follow. 
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February 13 


Cleveland, Harlan- éd. Macmillan Ned 
THE PROMISE OF WORLD TENSIONS $3.50 


In the spring of 1960, some 200 prominent citizens, chiefly of the Western world, 
and among them eight living Nobel Peace Prize Winners, met at the University of Chicago. 
Initially, the conference subject was to be "The Reduction of World Tensions". In the end, | 
because the view prevailed that tensions can be healthy if properly channeled, the book 
excerpted from the conference has been called "The Promise of World Tensions". Paul ; 
Hoffman, now Director of the U.N. Special Fund, was the spur of the Conference. He and | 
Lester Pearson, Ralph Bunche, Adlai Stevenson and dozens of other statesmen and scientists 
prepared papers to present to the conference. A few of these papers as well as three short 
summary views on international law, communication and modernization form this slim book. A 
common theme underlies the various ideas:- peace is a continuing task, not scattered efforts 
to stop a crisis or "stop the Russians". All should think in terms of foreign operations, 
not foreign relations:- practical developmental plans in international understanding, and 
common, longscale attacks on poverty. The important role of technicians and scientists, 
doctors and teachers, is stressed. These are the people who can meet in international con- 


ferences, confer in common and non-political language, agree on scientific and technical 
matters. These groups can assess resources of underdeveloped countries and make sustained 


programs for progress. The book is spotty, neither startlingly new nor sufficiently 
specific, but the various essays do project a variety of provocative ideas for a more active 
and sustained approach to international living. The book could well be used as a basis for 
study groups among aware citizens. (LC:61-8703) 


Trevelyan, Raleigh St Martin's Press 
A HERMIT DISCLOSED $h.75 ® 


Jimmy Mason, who withdrew from the world and lived in a hut in an obscure corner 
of Essex, England, until his death at the age of 84 (in 1942) fascinated the author as a 
boy, and when Trevelyan was 18.and prior to the hermit's death, he found a diary covering 
two years just before the turn of the century. And soon after, Trevelyan searched his hut- 
and the dead man's belongings- tins of coppers, marble, buttons and rice, newspapers, 
letters and lists. But Trevelyan's real reconstruction of the eccentric's life did not 
begin until many years later and it is a patient and pertinacious investigation, of people 
who knew the recluse, of letters and newspaper articles, of assorted opinions of all kinds- 
a psychiatrist, a graphologist, an astrologer, etc. Certainly there was much in the ori- 
ginal diary to spark his interest- Mason's hatred of his brother- the "raskle" Tommy, his 
belief that his brother was poisoning him- and did poison his dog, his references to 
troubles with the bailiff and townspeople, and to two young women- one of whom is believed 
to have jilted him and caused his retreat. For connoisseurs of curiosa, it is a quietly, 
painstakingly pursued recreation of a sad, lost life as well as the 19th century village 
in which it was framed. 


February 16 


Dodge, Ernest S. Oxford University Press 
NORTHWEST BY SEA $6.50 


Wirtten by the Director of the Peabosy Museum of Salem, Mass., who as editor of 
American Neptune knows his way through sea-documents, this excellent book presents a de- 
tailed account of the Northwest Passage and of the men and ships who have struggled through 
Arctic ice to find it. Although the search for the Passage, and a sea-route to the Indies, 
began with John Cabot in 1497, not until the mid-1840's was its existence proved beyond a 
doubt. In 1903 Roald Amundsen first navigated the entire Passage in his tiny ship Gjoa; 
in 1958 the atomic submarines Nautilus and Skate made their under-ice voyages through the 
Passage. Great navigators cut their teeth on the Passage: Chancellor and Frobisher, Brunel, 
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Davis, Barents and many others, among them the greatest of them all, in the early 
1820's, William Edward Barry. Of the men who searched for the Passage for 450 
years, and so doing, mapped the whole north coast of the Continent, many returned 
to port safely, but many others died, of cold, scurvy, starvation, or were killed 
by natives or polar bears. In 1611 a mutinous crew abandoned Henry Hudson and 
some of his men on the frozen shore of Hudson's Bay; in 1845 the seasoned Arctic 
explorer, Sir John Franklin, with his ships frebus and Terror, proved that the 
Passage was no dream,- and with his men was never seen again. Research historians 
will value this book not only for content but also for its superb "Chronological 
Tables", listing all navigators and ships to search for the Passage, together with 
dates of sailing and dates of return -- if any. A book for navigators and seamen 
of all breeds, it will also be relished by arm-chair explorers in steam-heated 
— Maps. Chronological tables and bibliographical notes. Index. (L€:61- 
D4TT 


February 23 


Borland, Hal Lippincott 
THE DOG WHO CAME TO STAY $3.75 


Pat, the spotted part foxhound, and the puppy Mike appeared at Christmas 
and were taken care of by the Borlands in their northwestern Connecticut home although 
the author had no respect for tramps. Naturally they became part of the household 
until Mike's behavior indicated that he should go - to a boy who had lost his dog, 
and it was then that Pat began to develop the personality that fills the pages of this 
book. For Pat showed evidences of earlier training;-he was a first rate rabbit 
hunter; he became the scourge of woodchucks; he tangled with a porcupine, skunks, 
oppossum; he patrolled the valley he owned; ‘he fought poachers as well as dogs, he 
rejected the Borlands when they refused to let him associate with a stray bitch but 
returned to them when he had been given away to a farmer in New York; he survived 
many serious injuries and accidents. A story about him in a local paper unearthed 
the man who thought Pat was the dog he had lost but Pat knew better and is eight 
years rooted where he is. The relationship of a man and a dog and its mutual respon- 
sibilities is shown without sentimentality against the changing Connecticut seasons 
(about which Borland writes with engaging effortlessness) - but love shines through. 
A natural for those who are a dog's best friend. (LC:61-5994) 


February 24 


Harman, Jeanne Perkins Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE VIRGINS: MAGIC ISLANDS $4.95 


These iridescent islands- their natural beauty- their cosmopolitan cultural 
past- and the variation of their appeal, from St. Thomas- the busiest, to St. John, 
the more manorial St. Croix, and the far less developed British Virgin Islands have 
their fullest and best description yet. (Jeanne Harman- The Love Junk- took to them 
13 years ago and is one of the growing number of permanent residents.) From their 
history and colonization and development- and their famous native sons (Alexander 
Hamilton and Bluebeard)- to the pirates and privateers, buried treasure, legacy of 
legend- and obeiah, this gives current points of interest too: food and recipes; 
vegetation and bird life; fish and underwater attractions; and a good deal about the 
types of people who now live here- the natives with their lack of color consciousness 
and racial resentment- the continentals- etc., etc. There's a closing chapter of 
advice for tourists or residents in more general terms. An informed- and inviting- 
background book. (LC:61-9091) 


February 27 


Ma, Nancy Chih Tuttle 
MRS. MA'S CHINESE COOKBOOK $4.95 


There are all sorts of basic factors involved in Chinese cooking, and to 
a large extent Mrs. Ma has taken these into consideration:- the table setting 
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appropriate, the order of the service; the sizes and amounts of ingredients; spices and 
flavorings; importance of advance preparation; the methods of cutting used in the recipes; 
Chinese cooking techniques; utensils needed. And yet in spite of this and in spite of Z 
suggested substitutions and the information that Chinese and Japanese food stores in re”) 
major cities carry the more exotic ingredients (sharks fins? bird nests?), this book would 
seeme destined for the gourmet determined to pursue Oriental cookery with assidous atten- 

tion to details. Certainly it would have limited appeal for most housewives in Mid-West 

small towns. The photographs- many of them in color- are alluring, the descriptions pro- 
vecative. The individual recipes are clearly presented:- ingredients, method and order 

of preparation. The major breakdowns cover Poultry, Fish, Shrimp, Beef, Pork, Eggs, 
Vegetables and Salads, Pastries and Rice, Casseroles and Soups, Desserts (note order). 

And the book ends with some suggested menus, a glossary, and an index. The format is en- 
chanting, with the binding in handblocked oilcloth, durable and washable. (LC: 60-12197) 


March 1 


Lapp, Ralph Harper 
MAN AND SPACE: The Next Decade $4.95 


| Claiming that this next decade of progress in space developments will be most 
stimulating to the intelligent layman, Dr. Ralph Lapp offers a highly informative survey 
of many of its important and interesting aspects. He begins with a perspective of Soviet 
space successes and the U.S. response to the challenge of the Sputniks and Luniks. Then, 
he systematically describes the United States programs designed to put an astronaut in 
orbit, projects Saturn and Nova, aimed at getting high payloads into orbit and ultimately 
circling the moon, military space vehicles, probes to the planets, life in the Universe, 
and speculates about future space travel. Dr. Lapp's writings for the layman are factual, 
non-technical (yet not over-simplified), and though not often stylistically exciting, 
they are always completely authoritative, readable and informative. This volume is e 
typical of his high level of clear scientific exposition. For all young adult and adult 
collections, especially those weak in space science. 20 photographs, 8 line drawings, 
glossary of terms used. (LC:61-6179) 


March 3 


Kschessinska | Doubleday 
DANCING IN PETERSBURG $4.95 


These are the memoirs of the prima ballerina assoluta of the Imperial Russian 
ballet. Kschessinska was the ballerina of her time- a unique position, more privileged, 
and more limiting, than that of any modern screen star's. Highly trained from childhood, 
She had (according to the reviewers, whom she quotes liberally) an apparently breathtaking 
on-stage charm. Her talent won her, at about 18, a love affair with the Tsarevitch, and 
though this ended when the Tsar's death made it necessary for his heir to marry royalty 
and assume the duties of state, Kschessinska retained the new Tsar's protection during most 
of her career. The following twenty years of ballets, reviews, ovations, admirers, back- 
Stage quarrels, and life among the talented and the nobility are recorded with an odd 
schoolgirl quality. Kschessinska was an artiste. She lived in and for the charmed circle 
of success and hard work. Life outside was rarely seen. On the even of the Revolution, 
setting her table with flowers made of jewels, gold goblets, etc. she complains that there 
is not room for it all- and remarks that, as if in answer, it was all taken away. Well- not 
quite all. With the young Count Andre and their son she flees, with other wealthy refugees, 
to resort towns in the depths of Russia- and to other properties in France. She marries 
Andre, and enters a curious, revived social life among the survivors. She starts a school e 
in Paris, which is attended by all the. great names in society and dance.... For balletomanes, 
this is doubtless a fascinating account of a leading force in the art. (LC:60-16442) 
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March 6 


Plutzik, Hyam Atheneum 
HORATIO $4.00 


This extremely talented if not completely successful narrative poem follows 
on from Hamlet's directive to Horatio- to tell his story. Horatio loyally sets forth 
to fulfill his dying friend's request- and he tells his "story" first to an ostler- 
but rumor has preceded him and the facts are unbelievably confused. This is a brilliant 
comment on history- but more is to come when Horatio faces Faustus, then a worldly salon 
in Paris, and then a courtier in Denmark. All have some distorted version of the story 
conforming to their own philosophy, and most think Horatio a clown- if not a fool- in 
trying to clear Hamiet's name fifty years after his death. Aged Horatio then hears the 
story as told to him by some Danish shepherds- it has assumed Gothic proportions and, 
unless one is mistaken, there is a suggestion of the Christ story in it. Horatio's 
reason is all but overthrown by his loyalty to an impossible task, and at last he con- 
cludes that it is not the truth that matters- but the life-work to which he has dedi- 
cated himself. But has he served Hamlet well? Been his friend or his betrayer? Is 
he not the murderer himself? From here on the poem becomes so labyrinthine, and intro- 
verted, so concerned with the distortions of time and introspection that its many 
meanings are hard to follow. Nonetheless, it is an original and arresting piece of 
work. (LC:61-6742) 


Langford, Gerald Holt, Rinehart & Winston 
THE RICHARD HARDING DAVIS' YEARS: $5.75 
4 3i10graphy of a Mother and Son 


An oddly unsatisfying joint biography, this, which somehow never conveys 
the glamor of one of the world's great reporters. Langford has drawn him capably and 
with occasional aplomb, but his determination to hold to the essence of the mother and 
son relationship mars the book, at any rate for this reader. The initial seven chapters 
make a somewhat dull lead-off which will discourage many readers. The purpose, of 
course, of this unexceptional family background is necessary to his theme- that 
Richard's mother, also a writer, had a pervading influence on him as a person and on 
his career. But this phase of the dual biography has an almost suffocating effect 
which makes the second start with the next part of the book difficult to compass. Once 
underway, however, the biography gathers momentum, the historical perspective gains 
substance, its value as a period piece grows, and Davis comes to life. Langford ac- 
cepts Beers' judgment. Davis was important as an observer and reporter, not as a 
novelist nor playwright. He had none of the continuing creative capacity seemingly 
promised by the Gallegher and the Van Bibber stories. As a person, his immaturity 
seemed endemic (Langford puts the blame on the mother here); his financial difficulties 
were a dominant and depressive factor; much of his illness was psychosomatic; and he 
seemed doomed to continual misunderstanding on the part of both family and public. 
(LC:61-5801) 

March 13 
Feld, Mischa Jac & Holt, Rinehart & Winston 
Petermann, Ivan H. THE HUG OF THE BEAR $5.50 


A weird book, a one-dimensional tale of a young Latvian Jew (Feld) who was 
deported to Soviet Asia just before the Germans attacked Russia. He escaped liquida- 
tion at the hands of the Nazis, and spent the rest of World War II in Central Asia and 
Siberia, posing as a Pole, keeping alive by petty chiseling and grafting while dodging 
Red Army conscription. Perhaps Feld's "plague on both your houses" attitude towards 
the Germans and Russians account for the strange, semi-whimsical quality of the writing, 
its inability to make death, destruction, war, misery, poverty seem at all real to the 
reader. The book's characters (including the author) emerge as paper characters and 
their speech is the language of fable. The writing ranges from pretentious to an un- 
successful vernacular and includes such old chestnuts as the author's observation that 
in his home town before the war "the optimists learned English, the pessimists studied 
Russian, and the opportunists, with an ear to the daily news dispatches, also took up 
German. The fatalists mostly spoke Yiddish." The book ends with Feld in Berlin just 
after the war wondering if he would find something worth fighting for in Palestine. 

The question is not answered. (LC:61-640) 
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March 13 


Ransom, John Crowe- fd. Macmillan 
SELECTED POEMS OF THOMAS HARDY $4.50; paper $2.25 


A scholar's approach to a poet - novelist will have special interest for 
students of the medium. Hardy's considerable body of writing in verse form is relatively 
unfamiliar to many who know his novels. But, oddly enough, no one who knows and likes 
his poetry seems to approach it with the same point of view or to select the same poems. 
‘This reader came relatively late to a reading of Hardy- and had a sense of discovery and 
excitement. And yet Ransom's emphasis seems to be not so much on the sharp and homely 
detail of the country naturalist, but on the fables, on the irony of the human condition, 
on the odd twists of his theological poems- heresy to some, on a strange obsession with 
death and graveyards, on the unevenness of his naturalistic verse forms. He stresses too 
the importance of knowledge of the autobiographical backgrounds - but supplies little of 
it to fill the need. The poems chosen introduce a new side of Hardy to this reader. 


March 15 


Tynan, Kenneth Atheneum 
CURTAINS $7.95 


The British drama critic has collected his theater reviews from 1951 to 1960 
(which includes his two years on Jhe New Yorker) together with articles on theater and 
playwriting, studies of film people (Cagney, Garbo, Fields and others), interviews and 
essays in a fine bulk of a book in which his passion for playgoing is equalled by his 
ability to score verbally in praise of criticism. His impressions of plays in performance 
- and in covers or in relation to a writer's progress- come from the British, American, 
French, Russian and German stages and, as he notes in his introduction, record the process 
of his change of feeling until now he realizes that there has to be a connection "between 
what was happening on the stage and what was happening in the world". This panorama is 
marked by the lightning flashes of his rapier-sharp phrases, by the cut direct - and its 
opposite, by his literacy, intelligent appraisals, and always lively attitude towards the 
combination of arts that make up a play. A companion to contemporary theater history, this 


is also excellent reading. There is an index of plays, players and playhouses. (LC:61-6377) 


Krutch, Joseph Wood Morrow-Sloane 
THE FORGOTTEN PENINSULA ! $5.00 


Lovingly Joseph Krutch applies his sensitive perceptions to an area he has grown 
to know intimately in ten visits. He feels that California Baja, the long, bereft penin- 
sula that juts down along the Pacific Coast past Tijuana and is owned by Mexico, is a world 


all its own and has lessons to give the rest of the world. Inhabited by only a few thousand 


people, its thousand miles of length require ten days of hard driving over primitive roads 
through a strange kind of desert. Krutch gives a rambling account of his visits, discusses 
the geological and biological life. There is a whole chapter devoted to the exotic boojum 
tree, a full story about the flourishing natural sanctuary for the gray whale and the 
elephant seal, an account of the now defunct onyx industry. Krutch writes too of the ten- 
tative human communities, past and present. Although Cortez founded a colony on this pe- 
ninsula nearly a century before the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock, settlement after 
settlement,- of the original Indians, of the warrior-settlers, of the Spanish missionaries, 
of the 19th century miners, developed briefly and then dwindled. Today, with its beautiful 
beaches, excellent and varied fishing - and greater accessibility by airplane- California 
Baja may be poised on the brink of a tourist invasion. Krutch wonders whether there can be 
some middle ground in the preservation of one of the last natural territories, between its 
present arid isolation and the graceless tourist commercialism. The scientific record of 
a biological voyage written jointly by E.F. Ricketts and John Steinbeck - [he Log from the 
Sea of Cortez (Viking- reissued in 1951) gives another and wholly different approach to 
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this relatively unknown region. Together, the books make an extraordinary contri- 
bution to widened horizons. Photographs and map. (LC:61-817}4) 


March 15 


Shankland, Peter & Ives Washburn 
Hunter, Anthony MALTA CONVOY $4.00 


This is an absorbing story of a single incident in World War II- the convoy 
that relieved Malta in 1942 just weeks short of the date when lack of supplies would 
have forced its surrender. Two battleships, four aircraft carriers, 12 cruisers and 
40 destroyers set out to escort 14 merchant ships. The operation was the last chance. 
for the British island, just 60 miles off Sicily. Five merchantmen™ survived almost 
continuous attack by Axis submarines, torpedo boats and airplanes to reach the island 
and save it. Most important of these was the American-owned tanker, Q0hio, for the 
island needed fuel as well as food and arrival of the other merchant ships alone would 
not have saved it. The story of the 0hio is the central theme of the book and an in- 
credible story it is. The Ohio's back was broken by enemy attack, its engines put out 
of commission, it was abandoned and reboarded, abandoned and reboarded again, and 
finally towed into Malta Harbor with its decks awash, but its cargo mostly intact. 

One of the authors was an officer on a ship in the convoy- the other a Spitfire pilot, 
and between them they have managed a well-told tale. (LC:61-6980) 


March 17 


Willens, Sigmund Atheneum 
MY FRIENDS THE DOCTORS $5.00 


* Dr. Willens is an autopsy-performing, old-fashioned, obsolescent pathologist- 
at least according to a television and book mis-representation of his medical specialty 
(easily identifiable- if nameless- as Arthur Hailey's The Final Diagnosis), and a good 
deal of his churlishly cheerful book about pathology- what it is- what it used to be- 
and what it should be, is in defense of a currently downgraded profession. His many 
grievances do not conceal the dedication of the man to his work- his fascination in 
it- or his regret in present-day deteriorating techniques (lack of clinical attend- 
ance and respect; public reluctance; etc., etc.). The working pathologist may have 
no keener intelligence than his medical associates- but he does have a special apti- 
tude ("like that of a coffee taster, wine sniffer, or piano tuner") and Willens has 
much to say about his training, his functions, and the importance of his work (which 
may decline further if a chemical diagnosis of cancer is reached). He has more to 
say about his own career as a constant patient, and still more about his colleagues; 
surgeons (the man of action versus the cogitator); internists, residents- his enemies, 
students- his proteges, researchers and the press. All in all it's a highly enter- 
taining and illuminating dissection- of medicine in general- some of its procedures 
and practices in particular- and a kind of shoptalk which should attract his friends, 
the doctors, as well as others. (LC:61-6380) 


Hardwicke, Sir Cedric Doubleday 
& Brough, James = A VICTORIAN IN ORBIT $4.95 


This autobiography of an actor mirrors the changes in his profession from 
the day when it had a rather disreputable reputation to the present when it produces 
an "imitation of a solid citizen". That he was a stage struck youth is not uncommon 
but his determination, in spite of his doctor-father's opposition,was unusual and his 
experience,. via the Academy, London and touring companies,was anything but encoura- 
ging, in spite of a South African "Shakespeare in the veldt" episode. His seven years 
of service in WWI returned him to a frustrated period but association with the Birming- 
ham Repertory opened up the road which led to relearning his art, becoming a long time 
friend of Shaw, the English music halls, and eventually an international life in 
theater and moving pictures. His stories of his parts, the effects of his success, 
his knighthood, his many associates, incidents of rehearsals and performances, life 
in England, Hollywood and New York, the close relationship with G. B. S., and an 
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overflow of stage and screen personalities are interspersed with reflections on many as- 
pects of the theater and acting. Thoroughly enjoyable and with an eye for the ludicrous, 
this may not have an SRO sign out but should have a goodish run. Illustrated. (LC:61-7652) 


March 17 
Rockefeller Brothers Fund Doubleday 
Paperbound: $1.45 
PROSPECT FOR AMERICA Hardcover: $3.95 


The six reports presented here are the results of The Special Studies Project 
of the Rockefeller 8rothers Fund which was organized in 1956 and which enlisted a vast 
group of prominent Americans, experts in their particular fields, to examine the critical 
problems facing the nation in the next 15 years. The reports have been published singly 
Since January of 1958 and of course have received wide attention. The reports are divided 
into roughly two categories: foreign and domestic affairs, and they attempt, generally, to 
"define the major problems that will challenge the U.S.; clarify the national purposes 
and objectives"; and, "develop a framework of concepts and principles on which national 
policy can be founded". They deal with the state of the world in which U.S. foreign policy 
must operate, military security, the forces of nationalistic aspiration with which our 
foreign economic policy must cope, the necessity for vigorous economic growth at home, the 
development of our educational resources, and The Power of the Democratic Idea. If only 
for the magnitude of the undertaking the Rockefeller Reports would be of major interest. 
They remain indispensable to the serious student and their publication in paperback makes 
them more accessible to the concerned citizen. 


March 20 


Acheson, Patricia C. Dodd, Mead 
THE SUPREME COURT $3.50 


A comprehensive if basic history of the Supreme Court from Marbury v. Madison, 
which established its power, to the school segregation cases of today. The author makes 
frequent excursions away from her main subject and into the elementary history of the 
United States. Some of this is undoubtedly necessary since the court has always acted 
and reacted with the times. But some of the digressions are simply gratuitous. On the 
whole, however, the book is a workmanlike job- perhaps to be directed largely at the 
young adult market. There are illustrations and an appendix. (LC: 61-7747) 


Martin, George Dodd, Mead 
THE OPERA COMPANION $10 .00 


The opening chapters of this voluminous opera guide deal with a little musical 
theory (the function of the overture; melody, aria and recitative, etc.), some aspects 
of performance (from the singers, to the orchestra- piece by piece- scoring and pitch), 
to the audience, and a general history of the opera- its houses and great singers- century 
by century. The bulk of the book provides fairly extensive synposes of some fifty great 
operas with their most important musical themes (they will run about nine pages, a rough 
calculation). There is a glossary of terms, composers, performers, as well. The obvious 
competition here will be the longstanding Victor 300k of Operas and more recently, Milton 
Cross' Complete Stories of the Great Operas (1947) but this is a more generous guide. 
Line drawings. (LC: 61-6802) 


Rand, Clayton Holt, Rinehart & Winston 
SONS OF THE SOUTH $7 .50 


Inspired by regional fervor, the author has compiled one hundred brief biogra- 
phies of great Americans from varied backgrounds and eras with one feature in common: all 
were southerners. Written to commemorate the Civil War Centennial, the author contends 
that "the South throughout the history of the United States has produced a breed of men 
whose character, statesmanship and political genius is unequaled by any other section of 


r 
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_ the nation". The book is divided into four parts, Founding Fathers of the Republic, 
Colonizers and Builders of the Republic, The Rise and Fall of the Confederacy and 
Reconstruction, Reunion, and World Power, with the appropriate historical figures 
and their contributions forming the content. Included are the biographies of George 
Washington, Daniel Boone, Cordell Hull, as well as lesser known men like Albert Pike 
and James Sevier Conway. The accounts themselves are undistinguished factual sur- 
veys illustrated with portraits by Dalton Shourds, Harry Coughlin and Constance 
Joan Naar. (LC: 61-8069) 


March 20 


Donner, Jorn Indiana University Press 
REPORT FROM BERLIN $6.50 


A series of bittersweet vignettes of life in divided Berlin by a young 
Finnish journalist, admirably translated by Albin T. Anderson. Donner, more or less 
neutral in the East-West struggle, finds good and bad on both sides. He wanders 
freely through the embattled city, painting a series of sketches of the "little peo- 
ple", of the leaders on both sides, of the streets, the corners, the stores, the 
homes, the bars, the nightclubs of a city to which he is obviously quite attached. 
Excellent reading for anyone who wants to see the human side of the Berlin phenomenon 
and one would have to agree with the translator that "there is much wisdom in this 
book", unpretentious as it may be. (LC: 60-11218) 

Spotnitz, Hyman 7 Knopf 
THE, COUCH AND THE CIRCLE 7117 7/ /O $4.50 


In 1958, Cornelius Beukenkamp presented group therapy (with one group only) 
for lay analysis in Fortunate Strangers (Rinehart). Dr. Spotnitz' explanation here 
(which also includes individual treatment) is much broader based and more informative- 
as well as less strident. Group therapy, as it has been developed (and its origins 
are traced) is the means of extending psychiatry to many more people- and offering 
the patient a social situation which represents the world rather than the exclusive. 
twosome of patient and therapist. Creating, as it does, more intense emotional cur- 
rents, spontaneous emotional exchanges, and multiple interaction, it diversifies and 
accelerates the therapeutic process. Dr. Spotnitz offers a good many illustrations 
from his own caseload, shows in what instances group therapy is more beneficial than 
individual therapy, outlines the role of the analyst and the controls he must exercise, 
and forecasts the trend toward family therapy in general. It is an excellent demon- 
stration of the therapeutic technique- its procedures and aims- and far more bene- 
ficial than the earlier book. 


Hulme, Kathryn Little, Brown- AMP 
ANNIE'S CAPTAIN $5 .00 


It is hard to identify this rather saccharine fictionalized family biography 
with the author of The Nun's Story and The Wild Place. [t shares little of the intense 
but objective feeling and drama and perceptivity of the earlier books. Miss Hulme has 
drawn on the lives of her grandmother, Annie Bolles Cavarly, daughter of a Yankee mer- 
chant, and her grandfather, John M. Cavarly, a sea captain. Actually the book should 
be titled "The Captain's Annie", for it relates the domestic life of the wife of a 
sea faring man, with emphasis on departures and separations. John Cavarly served for 
seventeen years as captain of sailing vessels from New England around Cape Horn; and 
later when his ship was burned by the Confederates, on paddle steamers of the Pacific 
Mail Steampship Company, bound for the Orient. We learn little of the captain's voy- 
ages, but much of the repetitious home problems and childbirths. It is hard to take 
such a glossy, sentimentalized account of "a delicate slip of a girl" who gave her : 
sea captain "the curious little shock that coursed from his large brown palm into hers”. 
Annie died in 1890- her Captain of "heartbreak" five years later. There's no disagree- 


able word or thought recorded in what reads like a wholesome bedtime romance. (LC:61-5734) 
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March 20 


,,_. Macmillan 
THE GREATEST PROBLEM 45,00 $495 r ) 


It is a pleasure to discover that the art of essay writing is not dead. in 
these nine essays, the author (a British scholar known here for two studies of 18th- 
century men, /he Search For Good Sense end [he irt of Living) ranges over subjects as 
diverse as the philosophy of Tolstoy, the art of translation, the conflict between science 
and the humanities, and the life and poetry of A.E. Housman. The last essay in the book 
is the title essay, which somewhat surprisingly and somberly presents the case of over- 
population as the world's greatest probiem today. What unifies all these topics is the 
mind and personality of Mr. Lucas, a man devoted to the power of the human mind to deal 
with the individual problems of life and literature, but mistrustful of abstract philoso- 
phical thought. Perhaps the strongest virtue of this book is the extent to which the 
author knows his literature--his primary field seems to be the ancient classics, but he 
is almost equally at home among British, French, and Russian writers. The very depth of 
his learning leads him to leave French quotations untranslated and even to insert an oc- 
casional phrase in Greek or Latin, but this need not frighten away unscholarly readers as 
he is completely unpedantic, always clear, and never dull. In an age when many scholars 
and intellectuals prefer to address themselves rprimerily to their colleagues, it is a de- 
ligntful experience to come upon a writer like this, whose audience is any intelligent 
“gene “ws who communicates the enjoyment to be gained from reading and thinking. (LC: 

1-6162 


Melady, Thomas P. Macmillan 
PROFILES OF AFRICAN LEADERS $4.95 


Lucas, F. L. 





This is in the nature of introductory background to the present surge of inde- 
pendence which is felt in Africa. The author's technique of reviewing socio-economic, 
religious and political history of Africa is via that of the national leader. ‘Thus taking . 
such a man as Tom Myboya or Nkrumah and tracing his background, political rise and impact 
on the ruling nation, the author attempts to give a sharp if brief view of modern Africa. 
He does well with his material in the short space he has allotted himself. Certain salient 
facts emerge. Primary among them is tha: the European traditions in socio-economic, reli- 
gious and politicel veins have deeply embedded themseives in the larger matrix of pure 
African history. So, far from being a world isolated from the Western heritage, Africa is 
actually part and parcel of that web. Accordingly the new nations are apt to respond more 
sensitively to the fluctuations and reverberations of that tradition. The author believes 
that the national leaders' responses are primarily determined by the Caucasian Western 
world. An essay reflecting insight into the Dark Continent's emergence from night. (LC: 


61-5661) 
March 21 


Duberman, Martin B. Houghton Mifflin 
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS, 1807-1886 $7.50 


Filling a long-vacant gap, this first book by a young Yale historian should be 
the definitive biography of one of the most notable if now forgotten 19th century states- 
men. As the grandson of John Adams, the son of John Quincy Adams, he was destined by 
birth and training for a public career. His childhood abroad, where his father was 
Minister, taught him something of diplomatic courts; as a young man, disliking political 
life in Washington, he went to Harvard, read law, but was forced into public life. Re- 
served by nature, strongly anti-slavery by sentiment, Adams helped found the Republican 
Party, in 1858 was elected to Congress, and later became American Minister in Great 
Britain. At first mistrusted by the heads of the government, Adams weathered the Mason- 
Slidell emergency, and later with tact and a perfect sense of timing kept England neutral. ® 
Often mentioned for high public office, a perennial candidate against his will, he a- 
chieved his final diplomatic victory in 1872 as a member of the jlabama arbitration com- 
mittee. He died in 1886, his memory gone, his name almost forgotten.... Written with no 
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taint of fictionalization,this straightforward and meticulous study of a diplomat 
who helped shape the course of American history will appeal to scholars rather than 
to amateurs of biography. It should be required reading for all serious students 
of 19th century American political and diplomatic history. Bibliography. Index. 
(LC:61-5366) 


ae = dl 
March 21 ${30 b)I5 


Viereck, Peter Scribner 
THE TREE WITCH $3.50 


Peter Viereck has definitely joined the ranks of the angry young men in 
this dramatized version of his poem- We Ran All the Way Home- Which was published by 
Poetry Magazine, He manages this dramatization by voicing his ideas through three 
archetypal sets of figures: "We"- modern mechanized man; "They"- the conformists; 
and "She", a tree dryad who represents the spirit of spontaneous life which "They", 
and less heartily, "We", try to torture and kill. While the work is on the whole 
dull, there are some passages of skill- and sophomoric wit (the usual jabs at 
Madison Avenue, tranquilizers, psychiatry, statistics, etc.) It is conceivable to 
imagine this piece put on the stage by an off-Broadway company, and coming off 
rather well- about on the level of college dramatics. On the whole it is full of 
Viereck's usual "saucy banalities" about the harsh world; it also shows signs- as 
one critic has said- of his former "originality stiffening into eccentricity", along 
with a certain petulance. (LC:61-7221) 


Yarmon, Morton Scribner 
INVEST SMARTLY $3.50 


Here we are told to invest and be smart about it. This is not a chart of 
what to buy, but a basic introduction to basic tenets. What is the difference be- 


tween a share of stock and a bond? What are mutual funds? What are utilities? In 

sum, what are the various types of stocks, the various kinds of bonds. What does it 

mean to invest for growth, to invest for income? What is a conservative investment; 

what a speculative one? How does a business incorporate and why? How does business | 
raise money? How does an individual open an account with a brokerage firm? How does 
one read the financial news, investment reports, daily quotations? This is a simple, 
straightforward approach as to how to balance your income, and what to do with what 

is left over towards plans for the future and security. (LC:61-7222) 


March 22 


Seeman, Elizabeth Crown 
IN THE ARMS OF THE MOUNTAIN $4 .00 


~ The Seemans were convinced that the city was not for them; that they must 
find their homeplace in the Great Smokies - a mountain farm. There Elizabeth could 
continue her designing; Edwin could finish the novel he felt compelled to write. 
Thatit turned out to be not a farm at all- but a superb stretch of semi-wilderness, 
away from a road, closed in by woods and stream, seemed at first only another chai- 
lenge. Their cabin was built; they acquired goats, chickens, ducks, a cat and a 
dog - and somehow the menage expanded to include recalcitrant bees, a pair of hawks, 
@ baby woodchuck. The adventures that came their way were fascinating to read about - 
but grim to experience. Only an obsessive love of the beauties of the wild nature 
around them, a close link with the animals they had - in particular a giant of a 
goat - a sense of humor and mutual forebearance carried them through successive 
disasters. Rarely has failure been so enticingly presented- for failure it was, on 
almost every count. But they made friends, they put down permanent roots, they 
learned from their mistakes- and - after an enforced acceptance of defeat when Edwin 
had to go into a hospital and Elizabeth had to find a new way of life not dependent 
on close work with her failing eyesight - the story ends with their return and joyous 
recognition that here was where they still belonged. Not convincing but alluring. 
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March 22 


O'Gorman, Ned Harcourt, Brace @ 
ADAM BEFORE HIS MIRROR $3.75 & 


This is the second collection of poems by the vital young American who in 1958 
won the Lamont Poetry Prize for his [he Wight of the Hammer, "Reckless vigor" and "locse 
clusters of eccentric imagery" were two of the critical phrases applied to the first book. 
They would serve almost equally well here, where, without the fresh, youthful quality of 
V- ght cf the Hammer there is still a strange commingling of sensuousness, metaphysics anc 
wit, which never seems to wholly integrate. O'Gorman unquestionably has talent- and just 
as surely he has not completely mastered it- but he is still a poet to watch- hopefully. 
(LC:61-7690 ) 


March 23 


Hall, William Edwin Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
100 YEARS AND MILLIONS OF BOYS $3.75 


A commemorative volume for last year's centennial celebration of the founding 
of Boys' Clubs (in Hartford, Conn.) carries a warm foreword by the Hon. Herbert Hoover 
who, as one of the leaders of the organization, was for many years its "Chief". He com- 
mends the aims and achievements of the Boys' Clubs and particularly the devotion and 
energy given by the author, for 38 years its president. Mr. Hall tells how he came to 
be interested in working for the Boys' Clubs (he was stymied by a young member on a pcint 
of order), of how the clubs are started, staffed and physically equipped; he traces the 
tremendous growth of the clubs in communities throughout the country so that all expan- 
sion has made this "unique" organization "big league stuff"; he gives accounts of the work 
done by individuals in helping to promote the idea, create more clubs, raise money and 
establish funds; and he constantly emphasizes the end results - boys as assets rather than 
liabilities, decency rather than delinquency. A record that has an able and experienced e 
spokesman, this should have a place in almost every community library. (LC:61-7673) 





Burchard, John & Bush-Brown, Albert Wg Little, Brown | 
pre-pub. $12.50; post-$15.00 | 
THE ARCHITECTURE OF AMERICA . 


Wher one cuts through the verbiage of the opening chapters and gets into the 
vast span of social history of America, this emerges as an informative, at times chal- 
lenging ,book. The history of architecture and the stories of our architects are told 
against the background of the changing scene. For years we borrowed from Europe. A 
very few individualists stood out- men such as Latrobe, Thornton, Jefferson. But in the 
main we dabbled in variety, mediocrity, went through Classic Revival and Gothic Revivai, 
and at mid century presented a confused picture. Industry was a dominant factor; the 
tension between city and country; the overwhelming surge of issues raised by the automebiie 
~ these factors and others continued the confusion. The skyscraper became a status symbcl; 
the excesses of the very rich- the ugliness of the cities- the lack of planning- the con- 
flicts in political and social reform, all had something to say in the development of 
architecture. A few rebelled against tradition- Richardson, Sullivan, Hunt, Root, anc 
' Wright preeminent among them. The proving grounds seemed to be in commercial centers and 
university campuses, in the exhibitions, but still no truly American architecture emerged. 
Prosperity and complacency were the enemies of progress and individuality. It took the 
jolts of the crisis and the war to provide the genesis of the modern movement with 
vitality. But still the dominant influences were imported- Le Corbusier, Mies van der 
Rohe, Gropius and again Wright stood out. Marcel Breuer, the Saarinens made their mark. 
Today there is hope in enough brilliant architecture and brilliant architects, widely @ 
encugh distributed the country over so that Americans can see and learn. Not an easy book .«< 
to read. It demands a great deal from the average reader. (LC:61-5736) 
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March 24 


de Camp, L. Sprague Doubleday 
THE HEROIC AGE OF AMERICAN INVENTION $4.50 


* In this carefully detailed account of American inventors and inventions an 
author known in the field of science-fiction and fantasy turns to stern fact, with 
results as absorbing as any whodunit. As the story of inventions is also largely one 
of protective patents, the author defines his "heroic age of American invention" as 
starting in 1836, when the burning of the Patent Office forced the reorganization of 
American patent laws; he ends it with American entry into World War I in 1917. How- 
ever, he by no means confines himself to these years. He writes of the granting of 
the first American patent in 1641, and of the invention of the steam-engine in 
England in 1765 -- and its results. Stressing the fact that few inventions occur 
from scratch but are the result of many inventions by many men, he tells of the 
cotton-gin and the steamboat, the internal-combustion engine, the telegraph and the 
telephone. Here are repeating rifles, the McCormick reaper, Gatlin guns, airplanes, 
automobiles, radio; here are patents and patent laws, law-suits -- and the inventors 
themselves, from Benjamin Franklin to the Wright Brothers and Edison. Compressing 
the whole background of American inventive genius into one volume, this fascinating 
and accurate book should appeal to inventors of all breeds, professional and would- 
be, to dreamers and do-it-yourself addicts, even to their sisters, cousins and aunts. 
A book for home, public and lending libraries, it will be an excellent gift volume 


for eur) feeling their way into science -- and for their grandfathers. Index. (LC: 
61-7647 


Duncan, Robert L. , Dutton 
RELUCTANT GENERAL: The Life % Times of Albert Pike $5.00 


* Civil War buffs---American history students---attention! Hats off and a 
twelve gun salute to this fine little history of one of the South's most controversial, 


- colorful Generals, Albert Pike. Was he saint or devil? Was he hero or coward? Was 


he a traitor to the South? The author, a skillful researcher and convincing writer, 
weighs the balance in favor of the massive, highly-intelligent and sensitive man. He 
recreates his New England youth, his wild west days of the 1830's, his practice of law 
and scathing journalism in Little Rock, Arkansas. He then traces Pike's military 
career in the Mexican War and his concern for the Southwest Indian. Pike's use of 
Indians in the famous Pea Ridge battle and his supposed mismanagement of Indian Af- 
fairs for the Confederacy are examined closely, and Pike comes out the winner. His 
role in Masonry, and authorship of Morals and Dogma make a fitting ending to a 
chaotic, frustrated life. An excellent, and so readable book! (LC:61-5035) 


March 27 


Heywood, Rosalind Dutton 
BEYOND THE REACH OF SENSE $3.95 


The third book on extrasensory perception within as many months is less 
insistently scientific than Gardner Murphy's Challenge of Psychical Research (p.985), less 
personal- and proselytising- than Ralph Harlow's 4 Life After Death (p. 1023). Never 
pompous, but lucid, temperate, and sensitive in its inquiry into a suspect sphere, 
it is the best book of the three for the interested and intelligent reader. Mrs. 
Heywood considers all paranormal phenomena as Psi, traces earlier evidence over and 
above "fraud and folly" to the time when, under the auspices of the Society for 
Psychical Research, scientific and scrupulous investigations were made. This was 
the beginning of the attempt to determine man's survival after death, and the work 
of such "eminent heretics" as Henry Sidgwick, who was joined by Myers and Gurney, 
and attracted a nucleus of serious investigators. There's a great deal of fascina- 
ting (some familiar, some unfamiliar) material here about the mediumships of Mrs. 
Piper and Mrs. Leonard, studied over a long period of time; on the "cross correspond- 
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ences" which came in the form of scripts- through Mrs. Willett; on the experimentation 
of Gilbert Murray, Rhine, Whately Carrington, and others; and on the growing acceptance- 


and authority- of Psi, the many questions raised for the future. Mrs. Heywood's book @ 
should serve as a go-between-- it is both evaluative and persuasive. (LC:61-9472) \ 
March 27 
Tidball, Harriet Macmillan 
THE WEAVER'S BOOK $5.75 


Although societal mechanization has erased the need for handwoven products, the 
desire to create them remains a modern phenomenon. For those who would find fulfillment 
in this particular medium of creative expression, Harriet Tidball provides a thorough and 
comprehensive guide covering a multitude of technicalities and principles salient to a 
mastery of this craft. All the equipment necessary is outlined first, with emphasis on 
loom types and fibers. The properties, sizes and types of cotton, wool and linen, the 
three main fibers recommended for beginners, are carefully analyzed. Methods of calcu- 
lating yarn requirements, warp setts, various draft forms and weaving systems, bobbin 
winding, threading schedules, developing drafts on paper and a few of the simple controlieda 
weaves are among the topics included. An essential reference book for the motivated novice 
Illustrated with photos and diagrams. (LC:60-13222) 


March 29 


Shepard, Birse , Beacon 
LORE OF THE WRECKERS $6.95 


Here is a fresh and extremely interesting dip into the vast sea of maritime 
subjects---the wreckers. These were the men who lived by the sea, sometimes in towns, 
sometimes on keys or in fishing villages, who sailed out in the worst of storms and under , 
the most arduous of conditions to effect salvage work and often rescue passengers. The é 
whole subject of early wrecking is covered. Salvage laws are explained, court records 
produced, dangerous waters discussed. But of most importance were the men themselves, not 
pirates as many thought, but daring, resourceful sailors. Captain Phipps was one of the 
earliest. Block Islanders or Key Westers were early at it too. William Curry made a 
Florida fortune from the trade. All of the early ones pass through the pages of this ex- 
citing book, making fine reading for men who know, or want to know, the history of the 
sea. (LC:61-6221) 


Jones, Candy Harper 
FINISHING TOUCHES $3.95 


A beauty and fashion book (Candy Jones runs the modelling school- wrote (akc 
Your Name in Modeling and Television last year) is intended for anyone in their late teens 
to their early 40's (give up? you shouldn't) and is more than a casual once-over of the 
image you project. Fairly definite in its recommendations, and extensive in its coverage- 
all of you, this takes up the care and upkeep of your skin- hair- hands- figure- clothes- 
general health- manners, with advice on how to camouflage your face and figure flaws, keep 
your weight down, improve your speech and voice, and present a generally poised and 
polished appearance. There's a closing chapter by and about a man for a woman (the ties 
she shouldn't buy, etc.). The tone is smart, there's a fair amount of name dropping, and 
a lot of positive advice to give this a reliably sure allure. Illustrated. (LC:61-6200) 


Patteson-Knight, Francis & Harper 
St. Claire, Margaret McReynolds $3 .50 
ARRANGING FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY 


This is not wholly devoted to that much neglected subject of arranging flowers e 
for the sanctuary. There is at least half the space devoted to the comparable problems 
of Catholic, Protestant and Jewish places of worship; of the demands of the architectural 
setting, whether Byzantine, Romanesque, Gothic, Colonial or Modern; of the interiors, 
liturgically and artistically considered; of the organization of altar guild and flower 
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committee. (Both authors have served in these capacities). Then the available 
flowers, arranged by color and by season, make selection for the proper colors of 
vestments, frontals, etc.,practical and easy. A short course on basic principles, 
mechanics and techniques, and the variants demanded by the specific application 
here; equipment and containers; arrangements for special occasions; actual proce- 
dures - these complete a rounded study, essential for church libraries and guild 
members. (LC:61-6455) 


March 30 


Kumin, Maxine Holt, Rinehart & Winston 
HALFWAY $3.95 


In many ways, this small book of verse has considerable charm. Its themes 
are warm and tender and easily recognizable,-- the pleasures of nature, the mixed 
pain and gratification that children bring, childish nightmares recollected and re- 
valued in maturity, a little love, a little death, and a reference here and there to 
the author's Jewish heritage. It is not possible to repress the impression that 
these poems may have been written therapeutically. They are so personal, and show so 
little interest in technique. This does not lessen their individual appeal but raises 
the question of the writer's ability to go on from here. As they stand, they are 
feminine, pleasant, and unimportant. (LC:61-7498) 


Westman, Dr. James R. Prentice-Hall 
WHY FISH BITE $3.95 


While some anglers will approach the idea that there are scientific factors 
that determine why fish bite- or do not bite, few fishermen will read this without 
learning a good deal of thewhy, when,how of fishing- and the biological facts that a 
scientist who is also a practical fisherman shares. He approaches some of the liab- 
ilities and the assets of fishermen generally, in realistic fashion. He discusses the 
known factors in the biology of fish as to sight, color sense, hearing and feeling, 
smelling and tasting, the behavior patterns, the variations with species. He then 
goes on to external factors:- temperature and temperature changes, atmospheric pres- 
sure, the seasonal character of water in lakes and ponds, shallow vs deep lakes; 
streams and rivers, oceans, bays and estuaries. The maps of the homes of the various 
kinds of fish he feels are essential equipment; he stresses some of the under utilized 
fishery resources. Then he goes on to the art and science of fishing itself, the 
factors having to do with "why fish bite"- and the knowledge behind selection of bait 
or lure. Finally - taking in turn fresh water and salt, he applies the scientific 
and the practical know-how to more than two dozen fish. Final sections suggest what 
to do when the fish are caught, preparation for cooking or for freezing and a few 
recipes that he has found popular. Illustrated by Ray Ingham. This for your fishing 
fraternity. 


March 27 24 
Burke, Clara Heintz & Coward-McCann 
Comandini, Adele DOCTOR "HAP" $4.50 


Another record of a dedicated couple living in primitive conditions in 
Alaska almost half a century ago. A spirited 18-year old, Clara Heintz of Los 
Angeles, in 1906 joined an admired friend of the family, an Episcopal missionary 
nurse in Alaska, as a temporary companion. She stayed more than thirty years. 
Completely inexperienced at the start, she soon learned enough to take twenty five 
stitches in the head of a wounded Indian, and enough about the Eskimos and Indians 
of Alaska to participate in their lives and introduce to them modern ways of health, 
hygiene and ethics. She married a young doctor sent to the mission, Grafton "Heppy" 
Burke, and mothered a family. Although she loosened her ties with her sons by 
sending them to the mainland to school, neither she nor "Hap" could leave Alaska and 
the Alaskans. The book is written with charm and holding interest in the lovable 
people whose way of life was all their own. (LC:61-5414) 
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Holt, Edgar Coward-McCann g | ' 
PROTEST IN ARMS $5.00 . I ( 


Edgar Holt has tackled a ticklish subject well in this story of how southern 
and western Ireland threw off British control during and after World War I. According to 


the publishers, the British edition of the book has been highly praised in both the 
English and Irish press for its objectivity. This is a substantial achievement when it is 


considered that the revolution was complicated by the fact that the six counties of Northern WW 
Ireland were at the same time trying to retain their ties with England and that, eventually, HE 
the Free Staters in the south had to use force of arms to put down those extremists in their He 
own ranks who wanted to continue the fight with the British for full immediate independence. Ht 
Holt has managed to bring a substantial degree of order to the recounting of this chaotic 
and emotional situation and has produced a readable, comprehensive book. He deals not only 
with the events of the period, but also extensively examines many of the personalities- de 
Valera, Lloyd George, and others. (LC:61-6832) 





Adams, Ramon \ a0 Macmillan 
THE OLD TIME COWHAND 0 , (&>*— $7.95 
x 

Hitch up your hoss, Partner, and bend an ear if you want to know all about the 
unglamorous, tough, skilled, illiterate knight of the saddle, the American cowhand. The 
cowboy himself, if he were to read all about himself in this compendium of the range might 
accuse the author of suffering from "diarrhea of the jawbone". The reader probably won't. 
Written in the dialect of the cowpoke himself, the book is a little hard to get going with 
at first, but get past a couple of chapters and you're off: Learn all about saddles, guns, 
clothing, food, cuss words, songs (they didn't play guitars half as much as harmonicas), 
wild stories, shoot-'em-ups, and the like. Hear famed artist Charlie Russell himself 9 
speak. It's a worthwhile experience, and more than anything else, a sure-fire curative 
for people who've seen too many John Wayne Westerns. (LC:61-5596) 


Slocombe, George Putnam 
WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR % li $4.50 
* William the Bastard, Duke of Normandy and in 1066 Conqueror of England, towers 
so high in history that he has assumed mythical outlines; in this biography an English 
historian introduces us to a man so real he might have lived in this century. Drawing on 
all available records and on the magnificent contemporary account of the Conquest as told 
by the Bayeux Tapestry, the author writes of William as he would of a close friend, of 
his faults and virtues, his military genius, his sense of politics, his stern justice in 
an age of cruelty. He tells of the Bastard's family and followers: his mother Arlette, the 
tanner's daughter; his wife Matilda of Flanders, to whom he was devotedly faithful; his 
children; his brothers, among them Odo, the notorious Bishop of Bayeux; his great advisor 
Lanfranc. With the same modern touch the author describes llth-century England and the 
Invasion itself, with its vast fleet, its horses and trained soldiers, and that October day 
at Hastings in 1066 when King Harold of England died with his men in the battle that led to 
the conquest of all England. The tale ends with the incredibly efficient achievement in 
1068 of the Domesday Book, and with William's death in France in 1087. An amazing study of 
an amazing man and his times, this exciting and authentic book will appeal to seasoned 
historians, beginning students of English history, and those informed amateurs who read 
history for pleasure; it is an essential addition to all libraries of the Conquest. Illus- 
trated. Bibliography. Index. (LC:61-8350) 
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Dutourd, Jean Simon & Schuster 
THE MAN OF SENSIBILITY $3.95 


This little book is a labor of love. Dutourd's intention (he is best known 
for his piquant | Dog's Head) is to communicate the spirit of Stendhal- "this wonder- 
ful man, to admire the landscape and sometimes point out some detail". The framework 
used is an essay on Stendhal written by Prosper Merimee, who though twenty years 
younger, was a close friend and admirer. Dutourd heads each chapter with one or two 
paragraphs quoted from Merimee's essay, and then proceeds to comment on them in a more 
leisurely way. The whole work is eulogistic. And to a certain extent Dutourd, who 
served a hard tour of duty in World War II, having been captured and then escaping. the 
Germans, equates his experience as well as his detached point of view with Stendhal's. 
Dutourd is a very good writer and if this is not his best work, it has the greatest 
warmth of any to date. It offers a testimonial from one man of letters to a greater 
one. (LC:61-5828) 


5 } e 
Prevelakis, Pandelis ‘eo Simon & Schuster 


NIKOS KAZANTZAKIS AND HIS ODYSSEY $5.00 


Anyone who has read, or tried to read,Kazantzakis' Odyssey will welcome 
this interpretation and "guided tour", which opens with a synopsis of Odysseus' ad- 
ventures, his interminable travels and eventual disintegration into the nothingness 
which is the focal point of his belief. His adventures during these voyages are 
grandiose and horrific, and as the author points out, reveal him to be the modern nihi- 
listic hero, a "desperado" who "has no nation, no king, no flag". He lays no founda- 
tions, he represents an "excitation of the ego, an inflammation of man's substance, 

@ revolt against institutions, a challenge to conformists". The author of this study 
is uniquely qualified to write it- he is a lifelong friend of Kazantzakis and a pro- 
fessor at the National College of Fine Arts in Athens. He is also a novelist, critic 
and poet. Besides some illuminating biographical material, Prevelakis gives a 
penetrating study of Kazantzakis' cultural background and his own inner restlessness. 
In 1923 Kazantzakis went to Germany where he met Nietzsche, and his positive identi- 
fication with the German philosopher was reenforced by their strange physical re- 
semblance. This "parallelism" runs through his life and influences all his work. 

But Kazantzakis was an omnivorous lover of cultures and he had other "“masters"- Dante, 
Buddha and El Greco. Despite poverty and lack of recognition, Kazantzakis is marked 
by his passion for life, his insatiable love of truth, his transcendent and deep 
mysticism. This book is not only a critique but a eulogy- and it.is the first full 
study of Kazantzakis, who is unquestionably an important, if uneven, writer. It has 
only one flaw- derived perhaps from its subject- wordiness. Illustrated by Phillip 


Sherrard. (LC:61-5845) ul ¢ 
}s Ives Washburn 


Cutler, John Henry 
WHAT ABOUT WOMEN? $3.95 


Based primarily on statistical information, this is an engagingly written, 
general book about the changing role of the American woman since the turn of the 
century. To a large extent then the book is devoted to tracing those economic, poli- 
tical and social influences which have resulted in the altered status and characteris- 
tics of the American woman and in an altered concept of her very nature. The author 
discusses the biological and cultural factors affecting the differences in sexual 
attitudes between men and women and between one generation and the next and he does 
this very often in anecdotal fashion. This unquestionably makes the book pleasant to 
read - ina feaders’ Digest kind of way- but it also makes clear that whereas the 
basic information is sound (though necessarily repetitious) What About Women? is far 
from a serious study. The author deals with the question of how to educate women, 
the problem of the gifted girl in our modern technocracy, women in politics and the 
professions and the psychological implications of increasing leisure - both for men 
and women. Probably the essential virtue of i/hat 4bout Vomen? is that it is an 
orderly, integrated presentation of material many people are already familiar with 
in one way or another and that it is readable. (LC:61-7984) 
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Three Late Arrivals- Not to be Overlooked 


(Practically Published) _ 


Hall, Henry Marion Devin-Adair 
A GATHERING OF SHORE BIRDS $10.00 


To anyone who has spent any time observing shore birds from New England to 
Florida gulf waters - and the length of the Pacific Coast, this study of shore birds from 
the far north of their migration breeding grounds, surely reveals many new vistas of ap- 
preciation and understanding. Too often they are lumped with gulls and terns. This care- 
ful study clarifies them, identifies the more familiar and typical species, includes basic 
facts about less known shore birds, and gives data on South American shore birds. As a 
reference tool it is perhaps a trifle outsize, but the beautiful format, the 95 drawings 
by John Henry Dick, the ornithological contributions of Roland C. Clement combine to make 
this an important book for the natural history shelves. (LC:60-10711) 


‘Acanthus History of Sculpture New York Graphic Society 
Volumes I & II Each $6.95 


‘Noblecourt, Christine Desroches- ANCIENT EGYPT: The New Kingdom & the Amarna Period 
Yalouris, Nicholas- CLASSICAL GREECE: The Elgin Marbles of the Parthenon 


These first two volumes of the comprehensive new Acanthus History of Sculpture 
are authoritative and beautifully illustrated books which should satisfy a wide reading 
public. The text is interestingly written and will appeal to the general public as well 
as to students of art. The photography is superbly sensitive and displays remarkably 
both the form and the surface qualities and textures of the sculptures. The illustrations 
are powerful and dramatic. In fact, the reader who has not seen the subjects himself is _ 
sometimes mislead as to the actual sizes of the originals. This fact, however, is care- 
fully noted in well written descriptive analyses accompanying each example...Of the two 
books, 4ncient Egypt may have more interest for the art student because in selecting the 
masterpieces to illustrate the so-called Amarna Period, the author has included works 
which are varied in subject matter and materials... The text and illustrations for 
Classical Greece, On the other hand, are confined to the Elgin Marbles from the Parthenon. 
The same impressive excellence is shown but the fact that they are relatively familiar to 
the reader lessens their impact.....A conspicuous merit of both volumes is that they cor- 
centrate on a@ comparatively brief time span in history. This avoids the superficiality 
which always inheres when too great a period of time is covered. The reader, in this case, 
is able to get some sense of the depth and quality of the periods. A bargain at this price. 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 






993 Statler, Oliver- JAPANESE INN- from 1/? to 2/10 (Random House) 
1007 Burnford, Sheila- THE INCREDIBLE JOURNEY- from 2/8 to 3/15 (Little, Brown-A.M.P. ) 
1044 Graham, Robert- THE ANNALS OF LOGAN- price from $4.50 to $4.95 (Holt, Rinehart & 

Winston) 
1058 Wherry, E.T.- FERN GUIDE- from 2/17 to 3/17 (Doubleday) 
1059 Woodbury, David 0.- OUTWARD BOUND FOR SPACE- price from $3.95 to $4.50 (Little, 
Brown-A.M.P. ) 
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